
11/25/2020 
  
Parents and Staff of Susquenita School District, 
  
In joint orders released last week, the Department of Health and Governor Wolf mandated 
various new measures of COVID-19 containment, measures that drastically impact schools. 
  
Accordingly, Susquenita has developed a Google Form that we ask anyone who travels out of 
state, students and employees alike, to complete upon return to school or work.  
 
With the Google Form, we will also maintain a Google Sheet with the names of students and 
employees who travel out of state during this restriction.  The sheet will list the date that any 
individual is cleared to return to school or work. 
  
Obviously, this will only work to the extent that individuals are honest and report their travel 
and complete the test/quarantine mandate. 
  
Employees can and should communicate through their building or department supervisors 
when traveling out of state and complete the same Google Form. 
  
Parents/Guardians of students can and should communicate through their child’s building 
principal when traveling out of state if the Google Form cannot be completed. 
  
This has all been put into place simply as a means to help mitigate the spread of COVID-19.  
Without such records and protocols being in place we will not be able to protect the students 
and staff here at Susquenita or help slow the spread in our surrounding communities. 
  
I thank you in advance for your honesty and cooperation in this latest endeavor to combat 
COVID-19. 
  
The following are some FAQ’s associated with the latest travel orders from the state. 
  

1. Is every out-of-state Traveler required to be tested or quarantine?  
 
Yes. Please refer to our Return from Travel Forms. 

  
2. Does the result change if the Traveler is not symptomatic?  

 
No. DOH FAQ Answer: If an individual who intends to travel shows no symptoms, they 
are still required to obtain a negative test from a specimen collected within 72 hours 
prior to entering the Commonwealth. If they do not have a test result prior to entering 
the Commonwealth, they are required to remain at their destination and apart from 
other persons, except those with whom they have traveled, until they receive their test 
results. If the test result is negative, they may resume their travel activities. If the test 



result is positive for COVID-19, they must isolate, regardless of whether they have 
symptoms or not. Practical Implementation: The DOH FAQ answer suggests that a 
Traveler must have the negative result before reentering the state or the Traveler must 
quarantine for 14 days. However, if a Traveler was tested within the 72 hours prior to 
re-entry, and the result did not come in before re-entry, the Traveler is permitted to cut 
their 14 days of quarantine down by receiving the negative result, from the other state’s 
test, after re-entry. However, that is still premised on the Traveler being tested in the 
other state. Strictly as written, the Travel Order does not allow a Traveler to cut their 14 
days of quarantine down by testing in Pennsylvania AFTER reentry into Pennsylvania. 
https://www.health.pa.gov/topics/disease/coronavirus/Pages/Travelers.aspx  
Other sections of the Travel Order seem to suggest some “wiggle room,” relative to the 
72-hour period. It simply bends reason that the longer a Traveler stays in another state 
(thus enabling compliance with the 72-hour testing requirement), the more likely that a 
Traveler’s negative test can release the Traveler from quarantine, but a shorter stay 
which by its very nature prevents adherence to the 72-hour requirement, simply 
mandates a 14-day quarantine, no exceptions. Again, this strict read interprets the 
Travel Order as not allowing a Traveler to return to Pennsylvania and then get tested 
after re-entry into Pennsylvania. Practically, we recommend that if a Traveler does not 
test prior to their return to Pennsylvania, they remain quarantined from school/work 
attendance for 14 days, OR until they produce a negative test result for COVID-19 from 
testing in Pennsylvania. As to all Travelers, districts can utilize the linked Travel Affidavit 
forms, here: Employee Return from Travel Form and Student Return from Travel Form, 
to orchestrate an employee or student’s return to school from out-of-state travel. 

  
3. What is the rule for a Traveler who is outside of the Commonwealth for periods shorter 

than 72 hours (thus preventing the pre-entry negative test)? 
 
For a Traveler outside of the Commonwealth for periods shorter than 72 hours, in which 
getting a timely test is not possible or practicable prior to returning, that Traveler should 
quarantine for 14-days upon their reentry, or until they present a negative test received 
after reentry to the Commonwealth, in order to end their quarantine period and return 
to school or work. 

  
4. What is the rule for a Traveler who is outside of the Commonwealth for regular weekly 

activities, commensurate with the concept of “commuting,” e.g. grocery store or 
pharmacy across state lines?  
 
A Traveler who regularly travels outside the Commonwealth for activities of daily living 
should be treated as a commuter under the Travel Order, and therefore falls under a 
Travel Order Exception, and is not required to negative test or quarantine (NTOQ) 


