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Susquenita School District Walk-Through Observation 

Domain 3:  Instruction 

Teacher:___________________Observer:_________________Date:_________Time:______ 

COMPONENT FAILING NEEDS 
IMPROVEMENT 

PROFICIENT DISTINGUISHED COMMENTS 

3a: 
Communicating 
with students 

Expectations for 
learning, directions 
and procedures, and 
explanations of 
content are unclear 
or confusing to 
students. Teacher’s 
use of language 
contains errors or is 
inappropriate to 
students’ cultures or 
levels of 
development. 

Expectations for 
learning, directions 
and procedures, 
and explanations of 
content are 
clarified after 
initial confusion; 
teacher’s use of 
language is correct 
but may not be 
completely 
appropriate to 
students’ cultures 
or levels of 
development. 

Expectations for 
learning, directions 
and procedures, and 
explanations of 
content are clear to 
students. 
Communications 
are appropriate to 
students’ cultures 
and levels of 
development 

Expectations for 
learning, directions 
and procedures, and 
explanations of 
content are clear to 
students. Teacher’s 
oral and written 
communication is 
clear and expressive, 
appropriate to 
students’ cultures 
and levels of 
development, and 
anticipates possible 
student 
misconceptions. 

 

3b: Using 
questioning and 
discussion 
techniques 

Teacher’s 
questions are low-
level or 
inappropriate, 
eliciting limited 
student 
participation, and 
recitation rather 
than discussion. 

Some of the 
teacher’s questions 
elicit a thoughtful 
response, but most 
are low-level, posed 
in rapid succession. 
Teacher’ attempts 
to engage all 
students in the 
discussion are only 
partially successful. 

Most of the 
teacher’s questions 
elicit a thoughtful 
response, and the 
teacher allows 
sufficient time for 
students to answer. 
All students 
participate in the 
discussion, with the 
teacher stepping 
aside when 
appropriate. 

Questions reflect 
high expectations 
and are culturally 
and 
developmentally 
appropriate.  
Students formulate 
many of the high-
level questions and 
ensure that all 
voices are heard. 

 

3c: Engaging 
students in 
learning 

Activities and 
assignments, 
materials, and 
groupings of 
students are 
inappropriate to the 
instructional 
outcomes, or 
students’ cultures or 
levels of 
understanding, 
resulting in little 
intellectual 
engagement. The 
lesson has no 
structure or is 
poorly paced. 

Activities and 
assignments, 
materials, and 
groupings of 
students are 
partially 
appropriate to the 
instructional 
outcomes, or 
students’ cultures 
or levels of 
understanding, 
resulting in 
moderate 
intellectual 
engagement. The 
lesson has a 
recognizable 
structure but is not 
fully maintained. 

Activities and 
assignments, 
materials, and 
groupings of 
students are fully 
appropriate to the 
instructional 
outcomes, and 
students’ cultures 
and levels of 
understanding. All 
students are 
engaged in work of 
a high level of 
rigor. The lesson’s 
structure is 
coherent, with 
appropriate pace. 

Students are highly 
intellectually 
engaged throughout 
the lesson in 
significant learning, 
and make material 
contributions to the 
activities, student 
groupings, and 
materials. The 
lesson is adapted as 
needed to the needs 
of individuals, and 
the structure 
and pacing 
allow for 
student 
reflection and 
closure 
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Domain 3:  Instruction – (Page 2) 

Teacher:___________________Observer:_________________Date:_________Time:______ 

COMPONENT FAILING NEEDS 
IMPROVEMENT 

PROFICIENT DISTINGUISHED COMMENTS 

3d: Using 
Assessment in 
Instruction 

Assessment is not 
used in instruction, 
either through 
students’ awareness 
of the assessment 
criteria, monitoring 
of progress by 
teacher or students, 
or through 
feedback to 
students. 

Assessment is 
occasionally used 
in instruction, 
through some 
monitoring of 
progress of 
learning by teacher 
and/or students.  
Feedback to 
students 
is uneven, and 
students are 
aware of only 
some of the 
assessment 
criteria used 
to evaluate 
their work. 

Assessment is 
regularly used in 
instruction, through 
self-assessment by 
students, monitoring 
of progress of 
learning by teacher 
and/or students, and 
through high quality 
feedback to students.  
Students are fully 
aware of the 
assessment criteria 
used to evaluate 
their work. 

Assessment is used 
in a sophisticated 
manner in 
instruction, 
through student 
involvement in 
establishing the 
assessment 
criteria, self- 
assessment by 
students and 
monitoring of 
progress by both 
students and 
teachers, and high 
quality feedback to 
students from a 
variety of sources. 

 

3e: 
Demonstrating 
flexibility and 
responsiveness 

Teacher adheres to 
the instruction plan, 
even when a change 
would improve the 
lesson or of 
students’ lack of 
interest. Teacher 
brushes 
aside student 
questions; when 
students experience 
difficulty, the teacher 
blames the students 
or their 
home 
environment 

Teacher attempts 
to modify the 
lesson when 
needed and to 
respond to student 
questions, with 
moderate success. 
Teacher accepts 
responsibility for 
student success, 
but has only a 
limited repertoire 
of strategies 
to draw upon. 

Teacher promotes 
the successful 
learning of all 
students, making 
adjustments as 
needed to 
instruction plans 
and accommodating 
student questions, 
needs and interests. 

Teacher seizes an 
opportunity to 
enhance learning, 
building on a 
spontaneous event 
or student interests. 
Teacher ensures the 
success of all 
students, using an 
extensive repertoire 
of instructional 
strategies. 
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Comments: 


