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Unit Name Start/End Unit Description / Overview Stage 1: Desired Results:
Understandings: (Big Ideas)

Stage 1: Desired Results: Essential
Questions

Standards

Social Studies -
Kindergarten -
Unit #1

Let's Communicate There are big jobs in Kindergarten that we
must be able to do. These jobs require us to
establish important classroom behaviors and
routines.  UEQ: What things do we need to
know how to do to help us do our
kindergarten jobs?

What must we do to have a good day in
kindergarten? How do we know what
happens each day? How do people
communicate? How can we be good
listeners? How can we be good speakers?
How can we be good viewers?   

5.1.K.E. Demonstrate responsibilities in the
classroom.
5.1.K.B. Explain the need for rules.
5.2.K.A Identify responsibilities at school.
5.2.K.D. Explain responsible classroom
behavior.
5.2.K.B. Identify a problem and discuss
possible solutions.
5.3.K.F. Identify and explain behaviors for
responsible classroom citizens.
5.3.K.B. Identify the role of adults in
authority at home or in school.

Social Studies -
Kindergarten -
Unit #2

All About Me Everybody in the world is different. People
can look different, act different, like
different things, and live in different places
but we all are special and have feelings.  
UEQ: How can we compare people?

What makes me, "me"?  What things do I
like?  How am I special?  How are we alike?
How are we different?  What are feelings? 
How should we treat others?

5.1.K.C. Define respect for self and others.
5.4.K.B. Identify how students can work
together.
8.4.K.D. Demonstrate an understanding of
conflict and cooperation.

Social Studies -
Kindergarten -
Unit #3

Safety Rules are established in order to keep us
safe. When an emergency occurs, there are
certain procedures to follow.   UEQ: How
can we stay safe? What should I do in case
of an emergency?

How do we stay safe on a bus?  How do we
stay safe on the playground?  What is a
stranger?  How do we stay safe around
roads?  How do we stay safe on wheels? 
What do we do in case of an emergency? 
How do we prevent fires?  What do
firefighters need to stay safe?  What do we
do if we are in a fire?

5.1.K.E. Demonstrate responsibilities in the
classroom.
5.1.K.A. Explain the purpose of rules.

Social Studies -
Kindergarten -
Unit #4

Holidays People can learn from stories of the past.  
UEQ: What are some American Holidays?

Who was Christopher Columbus?  Why do
we celebrate Columbus Day?  What is
Thanksgiving?  What things did the Pilgrims
need for their trip?  Who were the Pilgrims? 
How did the pilgrims live?  Who

5.1.K.F. Identify significant American
holidays and their symbols.
8.3.K.A. Identify American people related to
national holidays.
8.4.K.A. Explain how cultures celebrate.
8.4.K.C. Identify different celebrations of
different cultures from around the world.
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were the Native Americans?  How did the
Native Americans live?  Why was there a
first Thanksgiving?  How do people around
the world Celebrate Christmas?  What is
Valentine's Day?  Why do we celebrate
Groundhog's day?  What is a shadow?  What
is St. Patrick's Day?  Who was St. Patrick? 
What are St. Patrick's Day traditions?  Why
do we celebrate St. Patrick's Day?  Why do
we celebrate Easter?  What are Easter
traditions?  Who was Martin Luther King,
Jr.?  What did Martin Luther King, Jr. teach
us?  Why do we say the Pledge of
Allegiance?  What are some symbols of the
United States?  What is a leader?  What is
Veteran's Day?  Why is freedom important? 
Who was George Washington?  Who is our
current president?  Why do we need
presidents?  How can we compare
presidents?

Social Studies -
Kindergarten -
Unit #5

Communities Communities are the area in which people
live.  Everyone in the community has a job
to do.   UEQ:  What is a community?  What
are community helpers?

What is a community?  What is a
community worker?  How do mail carriers
help us?  How do farmers help us?  How do
dentists help us?  How do healthcare
workers help us?  How do police
officers/fire fighters help us?   How do chefs
help us?  How do construction workers help
us?  How do veterinarians help us?  How do
astronauts/scientist help us?  How do
teachers help us?  How can we use money to
purchase goods or services?  How do we
make choices when buying items?  Where
do goods come from around the world?

5.3.K.C. Identify roles of fire fighters, police
officers, and emergency workers.
6.2.K.A. Identify goods and consumers.
6.2.K.D. Identify currency and how it is
used.
6.5.K.A. Identify individuals who volunteer
in the community.
6.5.K.C. Identify goods and services
provided by local businesses.
8.2.K.A. Identify people in authority.

Social Studies -
Kindergarten -
Unit #6

Our Earth Earth contains many different characteristics
which provide us with materials for us to
use.  People and the environment affect each
other.   UEQ:  What are characteristics of
Earth?  How do people and the environment
affect each other?

What is Earth made of?  What are different
kinds of land on Earth?  What kinds of water
are near you?  How are maps and models
alike/different?  In which region do you
live?  What are natural resources?  What do
we use for food?  What do we use for
shelter?  What do we use for clothes?  What
do we want or need?  What do we see in the
day sky?  What do we see in the night sky? 
What is in outer space?  What is pollution? 
What is conservation?  Why should we
recycle?  Why do we need trees?  How can
we take care of our Earth?

6.4.K.D. Identify individual wants and
needs.
7.1.K.A. Interpret a simple map of a known
environment.
7.2.K.A. Describe the characteristics of
homes and businesses located in the
community to gain an understanding of
physical features.
7.2.K.B. Identify land and water forms.
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