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District: Susquenita School District, School: Susquenita High School, Year: 2019-2020, Grade Level: 9, Subject: Social Studies,

Unit Name Start/End Unit Description / Overview Stage 1: Desired Results:
Understandings: (Big Ideas)

Stage 1: Desired Results: Essential
Questions

Standards

Social Studies -
Geography &
World Cultures -
Unit #1

Geography Unit How can the five themes of geography be
used to develop a greater understanding of
different cultures around the world?

What are the five themes of Geography? 
How can the five themes of Geography be
applied to different scenarios?  What are the
key terms and skills used in the study of
Geography?  How can a variety of maps be
used to gain information?  How does human
activity affect the environment?  In what
ways do humans attempt to change the
environment to fit their needs?  How does
geography affect the population of a
country/region?  How does the population of
a country/region affect other
countries/regions?  How do natural
resources impact the development of a
culture/civilization?

CC.1.2.9-10.A. Determine a central idea of a
text and analyze its development over the
course of the text, including how it emerges
and is shaped and refined by specific details;
provide an objective summary of the text.
CC.1.3.9-10.B. Cite strong and thorough
textual evidence to support analysis of what
the text says explicitly, as well as inferences
and conclusions based on an author's explicit
assumptions and beliefs about a subject.
7.1.W. Basic Geographic Literacy
7.1.W.A. Use geographic tools to analyze
information about the interaction between
people, places, and the environment.
7.2.W. Physical Characteristics of Places
and Regions
7.2.W.A. Analyze the physical
characteristics of places and regions,
including the interrelationships among the
components of EarthÃ¢â�¬â�¢s physical
systems.
7.3.W. Human Characteristics of Places and
Regions
7.3.W.A. Analyze the human characteristics
of places and regions using the following
criteria:
7.3.W.A.1. Population
7.3.W.A.2. Culture
7.3.W.A.3. Settlement
7.4.W. Interactions Between People and the
Environment
Impact of People on Physical
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Systems
7.4.W.B. Analyze the effects of human
activity on the physical systems.
Impact of Physical Systems on People
7.4.W.A. Analyze the effects of changes in
the physical systems.
PA.CC.8.5.9-10. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
PA.CC.8.6.9-10. Writing: Students write for
different purposes and audiences. Students
write clear and focused text to convey a
well-defined perspective and appropriate
content.

Social Studies -
Geography &
World Cultures -
Unit #10

Mideast Geography How does the geography of the Middle East
influence the development of Middle
Eastern culture throughout history and
today?

Why is the Mideast called the "crossroads of
continents?"  What are the major bodies of
water in the Mideast and how are they
important to trade and defense?  How did
major waterways encourage the
development of early civilizations?  How
have the major physical features in the
Mideast impacted development?  What role
do natural resources (oil) play in Mideast
culture?  What are the water issues affecting
the Mideast and how are they intertwined
with conflict in the region?

PA.7.W. Geography (WORLD HISTORY
1450-PRESENT)
7.1.W. Basic Geographic Literacy
Geographic Tools
7.1.W.A. Use geographic tools to analyze
information about the interaction between
people, places, and the environment.
Location of Places and Regions
7.2.W. Physical Characteristics of Places
and Regions
Physical Characteristics
7.2.W.A. Analyze the physical
characteristics of places and regions,
including the interrelationships among the
components of EarthÃ¢â�¬â�¢s physical
systems.
7.3.W. Human Characteristics of Places and
Regions
Human Characteristics
7.3.W.A. Analyze the human characteristics
of places and regions using the following
criteria:
7.3.W.A.1. Population
7.3.W.A.2. Culture
7.3.W.A.3. Settlement
7.4.W. Interactions Between People and the
Environment
Impact of People on Ph
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ysical Systems
7.4.W.B. Analyze the effects of human
activity on the physical systems.
Impact of Physical Systems on People
7.4.W.A. Analyze the effects of changes in
the physical systems.

Social Studies -
Geography &
World Cultures -
Unit #11

Mideast History and Religion What are the core beliefs of Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam, and how do they
affect the development of culture in the
Middle East?

What are the origins of Christianity,
Judaism, and Islam?  How do the major
beliefs of Christianity, Judaism, and Islam
compare and what are the similarities and
differences?  How do followers of the major
religions view other religions?  Where are
the followers of each religion primarily
located and how does that impact global
relations?

PA.8.W. History (WORLD HISTORY
1450-PRESENT)
8.1.W. Historical Analysis and Skills
Development
Continuity and Change over Time
8.1.W.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
Fact/Opinion and Points of View
8.1.W.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
Conflict and Cooperation (World)
8.4.W.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have impacted the development of the world
today, including its effects on Pennsylvania.
Impact of Continuity and Change (World)
8.4.W.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the world today.
8.4.W.C.1. Belief systems and religions
8.4.W.C.4. Politics and government
8.4.W.C.6. Social organization
PA.CC.8.5.9-10. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.D. Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including vocabulary describing political,
social, or economic aspects of history/social
science.
CC.8.5.9-10.I. Compare and contrast
treatments of the same topic in several
primary and secondary sources.
CC.8.5.9-10.A. Cite specific textual
evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, attending
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to such features as the date and origin of the
information.
CC.8.5.9-10.B. Determine the central ideas
or information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of how
key events or ideas develop over the course
of the text.
CC.8.5.9-10.C. Analyze in detail a series of
events described in a text; determine
whether earlier events caused later ones or
simply preceded them.



Social Studies -
Geography &
World Cultures -
Unit #12

Modern Middle East What issues face the modern Middle East
and how does it impact their current role
within the international world?

What is the Arab Spring and how does it
compare to other revolutions in history? 
How do the ideals of the Arab Spring
protests compare to the U.S. Declaration of
Independence?  What have been the short
and long-term affects of the Arab Spring? 
What are the beliefs of Islamic
Fundamentalists and why do they appeal to
some people?  How has Islamic
Fundamentalism impacted the Middle East
and modern world?  Who are the Israelis and
Palestinians and what is the origin of the
Arab/Israel conflict in the Middle East? 
How did conflicts contribute to the decline
of the Arab/Israel relationship over time? 
Where is the Gaza Strip and what role does
this area play in the Arab/Israel crisis?  What
is the current situation in the Middle East
and how might current issues be resolved?  

PA.5.W. Civics and Government (WORLD
HISTORY 1450-PRESENT)
5.1.W. Principles and Documents of
Government
Individual Rights
Principles and Ideals that Shape Government
5.2.W. Rights and Responsibilities of
Citizenship
Civics Rights and Responsibilities
5.2.W.A. Contrast the rights and
responsibilities of a citizen in a democracy
with a citizen in an authoritarian system.
Conflict and Resolution
5.2.W.B. Analyze strategies used to resolve
conflicts in society and government.
5.4.W. How International Relationships
Function
Countries and Conflicts
How Foreign Policy is Influenced
Media and its Influence
Tools of Foreign Policy
PA.8.W. History (WORLD HISTORY
1450-PRESENT)
8.1.W. Historical Analysis and Skills
Development
Continuity and Change over Time
8.1.W.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
Fact/Opinion and Points of View
8.1.W.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.4.W. World History
Conflict and Cooperation (World)
8.4.W.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have impacted the development of the wo
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rld today, including its effects on
Pennsylvania.
Contributions of Individuals and Groups
(World)
8.4.W.A. Evaluate the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development
throughout world history.
Impact of Continuity and Change (World)
8.4.W.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the world today.
8.4.W.C.1. Belief systems and religions
8.4.W.C.2. Commerce and industry
8.4.W.C.4. Politics and government
8.4.W.C.6. Social organization
PA.CC.8.5.9-10. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.G. Integrate quantitative or
technical analysis (e.g., charts, research
data) with qualitative analysis in print or
digital text.
CC.8.5.9-10.H. Assess the extent to which
the reasoning and evidence in a text support
the author�s claims.
CC.8.5.9-10.I. Compare and contrast
treatments of the same topic in several
primary and secondary sources.
CC.8.5.9-10.A. Cite specific textual
evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, attending to such features
as the date and origin of the information.
CC.8.5.9-10.B. Determine the central ideas
or information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of how
key events or ideas develop over the course
of the text.
PA.CC.8.6.9-10. Writing: Students write for
different purposes and audiences. Students
write clear and focused text to convey a
well-defined perspective and appropriate
content.
CC.8.6.9-10.C. Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.
CC.8.6.9-10.F. Conduct short as well as
more sustained research projects to answer a
question (including a self-generated
question) or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inq





uiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple
sources on the subject, demonstrating
understanding of the subject under
investigation.
CC.8.6.9-10.G. Gather relevant information
from multiple authoritative print and digital
sources, using advanced searches
effectively; assess the usefulness of each
source in answering the research question;
integrate information into the text selectively
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding
plagiarism and following a standard format
for citation.
CC.8.6.9-10.H. Draw evidence from
informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.
CC.8.6.9-10.A. Write arguments focused on
discipline-specific content.
CC.8.6.9-10.A.1. Introduce precise claim(s),
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization
that establishes clear relationships among
the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.
CC.8.6.9-10.A.2. Develop claim(s) and
counterclaims fairly, supplying data and
evidence for each while pointing out the
strengths and limitations of both claim(s)
and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate
form and in a manner that anticipates the
audience�s knowledge level and concerns.
CC.8.6.9-10.A.3. Use words, phrases, and
clauses to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships
between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s)
and counterclaims.
CC.8.6.9-10.A.4. Establish and maintain a
formal style and objective tone while
attending to the norms and conventions of
the discipline in which they are writing.
CC.8.6.9-10.B. Write
informative/explanatory texts, including the
narration of historical events, scientific
procedures/ experiments, or technical
processes.
CC.8.6.9-10.B.1. Introduce a topic and
organize ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and
distinctions; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables),
and multimedia when useful to



aiding comprehension.
CC.8.6.9-10.B.2. Develop the topic with
well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts,
extended definitions, concrete details,
quotations, or other information and
examples appropriate to the audience�s
knowledge of the topic.
CC.8.6.9-10.B.3. Use varied transitions and
sentence structures to link the major sections
of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the
relationships among ideas and concepts.
CC.8.6.9-10.B.5. Establish and maintain a
formal style and objective tone while
attending to the norms and conventions of
the discipline in which they are writing.

Social Studies -
Geography &
World Cultures -
Unit #13

Students will study basic concepts that are
needed to understand the world around
them. These will revolve around basic
geographical terms and mapping basics.
These will be applied through our study of
North America. This way students  can learn
complex terms with familiar geographic
locations.

Basic Geographical Terms Cultural
Differences in America North American
Ethnic Groups North American Geography
North American Climate North American
Resources North American Wildlife Native
American Cutures

How is North America's geographically
different then other continent? What are the
cultural differences of the people in North
America?  How does religion and ethnicity
shape North American culture? How is
North America shaped by the resources
located within it? What is the wildlife that
makes North America unique? How is North
America's climate affected by its location in
regards to latitude and longitude?    

PA.CC.8.5.11-12. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.11-12.I. Integrate information from
diverse sources, both primary and
secondary, into a coherent understanding of
an idea or event, noting discrepancies among
sources.
CC.8.5.11-12.B. Determine the central ideas
or information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary that
makes clear the relationships among the key
details and ideas.
CC.8.6.9-10.C. Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.

Social Studies -
Geography &
World Cultures -
Unit #2

Culture Unit What is the role of culture in our lives and
how can these lessons be applied to the
studies of other cultures around the world?

What is culture?  What are the key
components of material and non-material
culture?  How are cultural universals applied
to cultures around the world?  What is the
importance of beliefs, values, and norms
within a society?  How can you classify
norms as either a more, folkway, law, and
taboo?  What are sanctions and how are they
applied in different cultures?  What is
ethnocentrism and how does it impact our
view of other cultures?   

Craft and Structure - Vocabulary
Key Ideas and Details - Main Idea
8.1.W. Historical Analysis and Skills
Development
Fact/Opinion and Points of View
8.1.W.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus op
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inion, multiple perspectives, and cause and
effect relationships.
8.4.W. World History
Conflict and Cooperation (World)
8.4.W.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have impacted the development of the world
today, including its effects on Pennsylvania.
Contributions of Individuals and Groups
(World)
8.4.W.A. Evaluate the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development
throughout world history.
Impact of Continuity and Change (World)
8.4.W.C.1. Belief systems and religions
8.4.W.C.2. Commerce and industry
8.4.W.C.3. Technology
8.4.W.C.4. Politics and government
8.4.W.C.6. Social organization
PA.CC.8.5.9-10. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.B. Determine the central ideas
or information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of how
key events or ideas develop over the course
of the text.
PA.CC.8.6.9-10. Writing: Students write for
different purposes and audiences. Students
write clear and focused text to convey a
well-defined perspective and appropriate
content.
CC.8.6.9-10.C. Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.
CC.8.6.9-10.E. Use technology, including
the Internet, to produce, publish, and update
individual or shared writing products, taking
advantage of technology�s capacity to link to
other information and to display information
flexibly and dynamically.
CC.8.6.9-10.A. Write arguments focused on
discipline-specific content.



Social Studies -
Geography &
World Cultures -
Unit #3

Developed vs. Developing Countries How do you use economic and social
factors, such as the human development
index, to determine if a country is
developed, less developed, or developing?

What are the economic and cultural
attributes of a developed nation?  What are
the economic and cultural attributes of a
developing nation?  What economic factors
are prevalent in a developing nation?  How
do you determine if a country is developed,
less developed, or developing?  What is the
geographic layout of developed and
developing nations in the world?

6.3.W.D. Analyze how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the history and development
of the world.
6.3.W.D.5. Economic Stability (Reference
History Standards 8.3.9.D.)
Factors Contributing to Economic
Interdependence
6.4.W.D. Explain how the level of
development of transportation,
communication networks, and technology
affect economic interdependence.
6.5.W. Income, Profit, and Wealth
Distribution of Wealth
6.5.W.E. Compare distribution of wealth
across nations.
7.1.W. Basic Geographic Literacy
Geographic Tools
7.3.W. Human Characteristics of Places and
Regions
7.3.W.A. Analyze the human characteristics
of places and regions using the following
criteria:
7.3.W.A.1. Population
7.3.W.A.2. Culture
7.3.W.A.3. Settlement
7.3.W.A.4. Economic activities
7.3.W.A.5. Political activities
PA.CC.8.5.9-10. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.G. Integrate quantitative or
technical analysis (e.g., charts, research
data) with qualitative analysis in print or
digital text.
CC.8.5.9-10.H. Assess the extent to which
the reasoning and evidence in a text support
the author�s claims.
CC.8.5.9-10.I. Compare and contrast
treatments of the same topic in several
primary and secondary sources.
CC.8.5.9-10.A. Cite specific textual
evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, attending to such features
as the date and origin of the information.
PA.CC.8.6.9-10. Writing: Students write for
different purpose
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s and audiences. Students write clear and
focused text to convey a well-defined
perspective and appropriate content.
CC.8.6.9-10.C. Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.
CC.8.6.9-10.D. Develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and
audience.
CC.8.6.9-10.E. Use technology, including
the Internet, to produce, publish, and update
individual or shared writing products, taking
advantage of technology�s capacity to link to
other information and to display information
flexibly and dynamically.
CC.8.6.9-10.F. Conduct short as well as
more sustained research projects to answer a
question (including a self-generated
question) or solve a problem; narrow or
broaden the inquiry when appropriate;
synthesize multiple sources on the subject,
demonstrating understanding of the subject
under investigation.
CC.8.6.9-10.G. Gather relevant information
from multiple authoritative print and digital
sources, using advanced searches
effectively; assess the usefulness of each
source in answering the research question;
integrate information into the text selectively
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding
plagiarism and following a standard format
for citation.
CC.8.6.9-10.H. Draw evidence from
informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.
CC.8.6.9-10.A. Write arguments focused on
discipline-specific content.
CC.8.6.9-10.A.1. Introduce precise claim(s),
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization
that establishes clear relationships among
the claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and
evidence.
CC.8.6.9-10.A.2. Develop claim(s) and
counterclaims fairly, supplying data and
evidence for each while pointing out the
strengths and limitations of both claim(s)
and counterclai



ms in a discipline-appropriate form and in a
manner that anticipates the audience�s
knowledge level and concerns.
CC.8.6.9-10.A.4. Establish and maintain a
formal style and objective tone while
attending to the norms and conventions of
the discipline in which they are writing.
CC.8.6.9-10.A.5. Provide a concluding
statement or section that follows from or
supports the argument presented.
CC.8.6.9-10.B.2. Develop the topic with
well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts,
extended definitions, concrete details,
quotations, or other information and
examples appropriate to the audience�s
knowledge of the topic.
CC.8.6.9-10.B.5. Establish and maintain a
formal style and objective tone while
attending to the norms and conventions of
the discipline in which they are writing.
CC.8.6.9-10.B.6. Provide a concluding
statement or section that follows from and
supports the information or explanation
presented (e.g., articulating implications or
the significance of the topic).

Social Studies -
Geography &
World Cultures -
Unit #4

Africa Geography How does the geography of Africa influence
the development of African culture
throughout history and today?

How large is Africa in comparison to other
countries and continents in the world?  How
did the Great Rift Valley develop and what
are the geographical implications?  What is
the importance of a river system and what
are the major river systems in Africa?  How
do water pollution and scarcity issues affect
African communities?  What are the major
ecosystems within Africa?  How has the
Sahara Desert impacted the development of
African societies?   

7.1.W. Basic Geographic Literacy
7.1.W.A. Use geographic tools to analyze
information about the interaction between
people, places, and the environment.
Location of Places and Regions
7.2.W. Physical Characteristics of Places
and Regions
7.2.W.A. Analyze the physical
characteristics of places and regions,
including the interrelationships among the
components of EarthÃ¢â�¬â�¢s physical
systems.
7.2.W.B. Analyze the significance of
physical processes in shaping the character
of places and regions.
7.3.W.A. Analyze the human characteristics
of places and regions using the following
criteria:
7.
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3.W.A.1. Population
7.3.W.A.2. Culture
7.3.W.A.3. Settlement
7.4.W. Interactions Between People and the
Environment
7.4.W.B. Analyze the effects of human
activity on the physical systems.
7.4.W.A. Analyze the effects of changes in
the physical systems.
PA.CC.8.5.9-10. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.B. Determine the central ideas
or information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of how
key events or ideas develop over the course
of the text.
CC.8.5.9-10.C. Analyze in detail a series of
events described in a text; determine
whether earlier events caused later ones or
simply preceded them.
CC.8.6.9-10.B. Write
informative/explanatory texts, including the
narration of historical events, scientific
procedures/ experiments, or technical
processes.

Social Studies -
Geography &
World Cultures -
Unit #5

African Tribalism and History What events, figures, and processes have
impacted Africa from imperialism through
independence?

What were the characteristics of traditional
tribal life in Africa?  What characteristics of
tribalism present problems in modern
Africa?  What are the three major religions
within Africa and how have they impacted
African development?  Why did Europeans
enter Africa and what were their different
methods of colonization?  Where were the
positive and negative effects of imperialism
in Africa?  What was the process of
decolonization and how has it impacted
modern Africa?  

7.3.W. Human Characteristics of Places and
Regions
Human Characteristics
7.3.W.A. Analyze the human characteristics
of places and regions using the following
criteria:
7.3.W.A.1. Population
7.3.W.A.2. Culture
7.3.W.A.4. Economic activities
7.3.W.A.5. Political activities
7.4.W. Interactions Between People and the
Environment
Impact of Physical Systems on People
8.1.W. Historical Analysis and Skills
Development
Continuity and Change over Time
8.1.W.A. Evaluate patterns of cont
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inuity and change over time, applying
context of events.
Fact/Opinion and Points of View
8.1.W.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.4.W. World History
Conflict and Cooperation (World)
8.4.W.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have impacted the development of the world
today, including its effects on Pennsylvania.
Contributions of Individuals and Groups
(World)
8.4.W.A. Evaluate the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development
throughout world history.
Historical Documents, Artifacts, and Sites
(World)
8.4.W.B. Evaluate the importance of
historical documents, artifacts, and sites
which are critical to world history.
Impact of Continuity and Change (World)
8.4.W.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the world today.
8.4.W.C.1. Belief systems and religions
8.4.W.C.2. Commerce and industry
8.4.W.C.4. Politics and government
8.4.W.C.6. Social organization
PA.CC.8.5.9-10. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.H. Assess the extent to which
the reasoning and evidence in a text support
the author�s claims.
CC.8.5.9-10.B. Determine the central ideas
or information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of how
key events or ideas develop over the course
of the text.
CC.8.5.9-10.C. Analyze in detail a series of
events described in a text; determine
whether earlier events caused



later ones or simply preceded them.
CC.8.5.9-10.J. By the end of grade 10, read
and comprehend history/social studies texts
in the grades 9�10 text complexity band
independently and proficiently.

Social Studies -
Geography &
World Cultures -
Unit #6

Modern Africa What are the issues facing modern Africa
and how could they potentially be solved?

What was Apartheid and how was it
implemented in South Africa?  How did
Apartheid impact black Africans living in
South Africa?  Who was Nelson Mandela
and how did his role in the ANC influence
Apartheid resistance?  How did Apartheid
end in South Africa?  What economic and
political problems face modern Africa? 
What health issues impact African
development today?  How is genocide able
to occur and where are potential conflict
areas in Modern Africa?  

5.4.W. How International Relationships
Function
Countries and Conflicts
PA.6.W. Economics (WORLD HISTORY
1450-PRESENT)
6.1.W. Scarcity and Choice
Limited Resources
6.1.W.B. Analyze how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have impacted the control of limited
resources in the world.
Scarcity and Choice
6.1.W.A. Analyze how choices are made
because of scarcity.
6.3.W. Functions of Government
Goods and Services
Government Involvement in the Economy
6.5.W. Income, Profit, and Wealth
Distribution of Wealth
Types of Businesses
8.4.U. World History
Conflict and Cooperation (World)
Contributions of Individuals and Groups
(World)
Historical Documents, Artifacts, and Sites
(World)
Impact of Continuity and Change (World)
8.4.W. World History
Conflict and Cooperation (World)
8.4.W.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have impacted the development of the world
today, including its effects on Pennsylvania.
Contributions of Individuals and Groups
(World)
8.4.W.A. Evaluate the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development
throughout world history.
Impact of Continuity and Change (World)
8.4.W.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the world today.
8.4.W.C.1. Belief systems and religions
8.4.W.C.2. Comm
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erce and industry
8.4.W.C.3. Technology
8.4.W.C.4. Politics and government
8.4.W.C.6. Social organization
PA.CC.8.5.9-10. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.G. Integrate quantitative or
technical analysis (e.g., charts, research
data) with qualitative analysis in print or
digital text.
CC.8.5.9-10.H. Assess the extent to which
the reasoning and evidence in a text support
the author�s claims.
CC.8.5.9-10.A. Cite specific textual
evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, attending to such features
as the date and origin of the information.
CC.8.6.9-10.E. Use technology, including
the Internet, to produce, publish, and update
individual or shared writing products, taking
advantage of technology�s capacity to link to
other information and to display information
flexibly and dynamically.
CC.8.6.9-10.I. Write routinely over extended
time frames (time for reflection and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences.
CC.8.6.9-10.G. Gather relevant information
from multiple authoritative print and digital
sources, using advanced searches
effectively; assess the usefulness of each
source in answering the research question;
integrate information into the text selectively
to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding
plagiarism and following a standard format
for citation.
CC.8.6.9-10.H. Draw evidence from
informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.
CC.8.6.9-10.A. Write arguments focused on
discipline-specific content.
CC.8.6.9-10.A.1. Introduce precise claim(s),
distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or
opposing claims, and create an organization
that establishes clear relationships among
the claim(s), counterclaims, re



asons, and evidence.
CC.8.6.9-10.A.2. Develop claim(s) and
counterclaims fairly, supplying data and
evidence for each while pointing out the
strengths and limitations of both claim(s)
and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate
form and in a manner that anticipates the
audience�s knowledge level and concerns.
CC.8.6.9-10.A.3. Use words, phrases, and
clauses to link the major sections of the text,
create cohesion, and clarify the relationships
between claim(s) and reasons, between
reasons and evidence, and between claim(s)
and counterclaims.
CC.8.6.9-10.A.4. Establish and maintain a
formal style and objective tone while
attending to the norms and conventions of
the discipline in which they are writing.
CC.8.6.9-10.B.1. Introduce a topic and
organize ideas, concepts, and information to
make important connections and
distinctions; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables),
and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.
CC.8.6.9-10.B.4. Use precise language and
domain-specific vocabulary to manage the
complexity of the topic and convey a style
appropriate to the discipline and context as
well as to the expertise of likely readers.

Social Studies -
Geography &
World Cultures -
Unit #7

Asia Geography How does the geography of Asia influence
the development of Asian culture throughout
history and today?

How does China compare to the United
States in size, population, climate, and
geographic features?  What are the major
physical features within China?  What are
the major rivers in China and how have they
impacted economic and cultural
development within the country?  What
natural resources are available in China? 
What are the major environmental issues
facing Chinese water supply?  What are the
major environmental issues facing Chinese
air supply?  What is the impact of
deforestation and desertification in China?

PA.7.W. Geography (WORLD HISTORY
1450-PRESENT)
7.1.W. Basic Geographic Literacy
Geographic Tools
7.1.W.A. Use geographic tools to analyze
information about the interaction between
people, places, and the environment.
Location of Places and Regions
7.2.W. Physical Characteristics of Places
and Regions
Physical Characteristics
7.2.W.A. Analyze the physical characte
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ristics of places and regions, including the
interrelationships among the components of
EarthÃ¢â�¬â�¢s physical systems.
Physical Processes
7.2.W.B. Analyze the significance of
physical processes in shaping the character
of places and regions.
7.3.W. Human Characteristics of Places and
Regions
Human Characteristics
7.3.W.A. Analyze the human characteristics
of places and regions using the following
criteria:
7.3.W.A.1. Population
7.3.W.A.2. Culture
7.3.W.A.3. Settlement
7.4.W. Interactions Between People and the
Environment
Impact of People on Physical Systems
7.4.W.B. Analyze the effects of human
activity on the physical systems.
Impact of Physical Systems on People
7.4.W.A. Analyze the effects of changes in
the physical systems.

Social Studies -
Geography &
World Cultures -
Unit #8

Asia History and Belief Systems What events, figures, and processes have
helped shape East Asia and its role in the
international community?

What are the key components of the
Confucian belief system?  What are the key
components of the Taoist belief system? 
What are the key components of the
Buddhist belief system?  What are the key
components of the Legalist belief system? 
How can the three doctrines and legalism be
applied to studies of modern Asia?  How did
European imperialism impact the
development of Asia?  Why were the people
of China ready for a cultural revolution? 
What were the main events of the cultural
revolution?  What is the impact of the
cultural revolution on modern China?

PA.8.W. History (WORLD HISTORY
1450-PRESENT)
8.1.W. Historical Analysis and Skills
Development
Continuity and Change over Time
8.1.W.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
Fact/Opinion and Points of View
8.1.W.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.4.W. World History
Conflict and Cooperation (World)
8.4.W.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have impacted the development of the world
today, including its effects on Pennsylvania.
Contributions of Individuals and Groups
(World)
8.4.W.A. Evaluate the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development
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throughout world history.
Historical Documents, Artifacts, and Sites
(World)
8.4.W.B. Evaluate the importance of
historical documents, artifacts, and sites
which are critical to world history.
Impact of Continuity and Change (World)
8.4.W.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the world today.
8.4.W.C.1. Belief systems and religions
8.4.W.C.2. Commerce and industry
8.4.W.C.4. Politics and government
PA.CC.8.5.9-10. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.B. Determine the central ideas
or information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of how
key events or ideas develop over the course
of the text.
PA.CC.8.6.9-10. Writing: Students write for
different purposes and audiences. Students
write clear and focused text to convey a
well-defined perspective and appropriate
content.
CC.8.6.9-10.B. Write
informative/explanatory texts, including the
narration of historical events, scientific
procedures/ experiments, or technical
processes.

Social Studies -
Geography &
World Cultures -
Unit #9

Modern Asia What are the issues facing modern Asia and
how do they relate to the regions role within
the international world?

Who was Mao Zedong and what were his
political ideologies?  What was the goal of
the first and second Five Year Plans?  How
did Agriculture in China change during the
Great Leap Forward?  How did
industrialization begin in China and what
impact does it have on the international
world?  What tactics did Mao Zedong use to
gain and maintain power in China?  What
were the causes behind the Tiananmen
Square protests and what are the
implications for modern China?  What

PA.5.W. Civics and Government (WORLD
HISTORY 1450-PRESENT)
5.1.W. Principles and Documents of
Government
Principles and Ideals that Shape Government
Symbols
5.1.W.F. Evaluate the role of nationalism in
uniting and dividing citizens.
5.2.W. Rights and Responsibilities of
Citizenship
Civics Rights
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is Communism's current role in China and
how does it impact the economy, society,
education, and industry?  How does China
fit into the international world and what role
might they play in the future?

and Responsibilities
5.2.W.A. Contrast the rights and
responsibilities of a citizen in a democracy
with a citizen in an authoritarian system.
PA.8.W. History (WORLD HISTORY
1450-PRESENT)
Continuity and Change over Time
8.1.W.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
Fact/Opinion and Points of View
8.1.W.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.4.W. World History
Conflict and Cooperation (World)
8.4.W.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have impacted the development of the world
today, including its effects on Pennsylvania.
Contributions of Individuals and Groups
(World)
8.4.W.A. Evaluate the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development
throughout world history.
Impact of Continuity and Change (World)
8.4.W.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the world today.
8.4.W.C.1. Belief systems and religions
8.4.W.C.4. Politics and government
8.4.W.C.6. Social organization
PA.CC.8.5.9-10. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.A. Cite specific textual
evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, attending to such features
as the date and origin of the information.
CC.8.5.9-10.B. Determine the central ideas
or information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of how
key events or ideas develop over the course
of the text.


