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Unit Name Start/End Unit Description / Overview Stage 1: Desired Results:
Understandings: (Big Ideas)

Stage 1: Desired Results: Essential
Questions

Standards

Social Studies -
Grade 7 - Unit #1

Duties, Requirements and Rights of
Citizenship

Citizenship brings responsibilities such as
voting, lobbying, running for office and
paying taxes. Citizens can increase their
influence on government by participation in
a political party that reflects their values and
beliefs.

What makes a US citizen? What are the
most effective way of Influencing the
government?  How does a Government get
revenue? What services are provided by
government? How are peoples beliefs
formed?  How does propaganda influence
your beliefs and decisions?  What beliefs are
supported by the major political parties?
How do parties choose their candidates in
Pennsylvania?

5.1.7.E. Compare and contrast the individual
rights guaranteed by the PA Constitution
versus the U.S. Constitution.
5.1.7.A. Cite functional examples of how the
rule of law protects property rights,
individual rights, and the common good.
5.1.7.F. Describe how the media uses
political symbols to influence public
opinion.
5.2.7.A. Compare and contrast rights and
responsibilities of citizenship in the
community, state, and nation.
5.2.7.D. Describe the citizenÃ¢â�¬â�¢s
role in the political process.
5.2.7.C. Describe the role of political
leadership and public service.
5.3.7.E. Describe the closed primary voting
process in Pennsylvania.
5.3.7.C. Describe how local, state, and
national governments provide services.
5.3.7.G. Explain the role of interest groups
in local and Pennsylvania governments.
5.3.7.D. Identify leadership positions and the
role of political party affiliation at the local,
state, and national levels.
5.3.7.H. Describe the influence of mass
media on society.
5.3.7.I. Identify types of local, state, and
national taxes.

Social Studies -
Grade 7 - Unit #2

Old Ideas for a New Government The basic guiding principles of the United
States system of government is based on
important Ideas learned from other People,
Places and Times.

Why do we have rules and laws? Why is it
important to have laws written down? How
can citizens participate in government
decisions? How did citizens of Ancient
Greece participate in the decisions of
government? How 

5.1.7.B. Identify the different types of
government and the
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do people participate in government in large
Nations? How did the people of England
Bring about changes in their government?
What happens when a government does not
protect the rights of its citizens?

processes they use in making laws.
5.1.7.C. Explain how the principles and
ideals shape local, state, and national
government.
5.1.7.A. Cite functional examples of how the
rule of law protects property rights,
individual rights, and the common good.
8.3.7.A. Classify the social, political,
cultural, and economic contributions of
individuals and groups throughout United
States history.

Social Studies -
Grade 7 - Unit #3

Establishing a New Government The people of the 13 British colonies, with a
long history of governing themselves, grew
apart from the Monarchy of Great Britain,
declared their independence and created
their own government.

How did the early British Colonies govern
themselves?  What happened to move the
American colonist towards independence
from Great Britain?  What does the
Declaration of Independence say?  How
were the constitutions of the newly
independent states similar?    How did
Americans correct the mistakes of the
Articles of Confederation?

5.1.7.B. Identify the different types of
government and the processes they use in
making laws.
5.3.7.J. Identify various types of
governments.
8.3.7.A. Classify the social, political,
cultural, and economic contributions of
individuals and groups throughout United
States history.
8.3.7.B. Examine the importance of
significant historical documents, artifacts,
and places critical to United States history.
8.3.7.C.4. Politics and government

Social Studies -
Grade 7 - Unit #4

US Constitution The U.S. Constitution is a written plan of
government for the United States of
America. It has kept the American people
free for over 200 years.

Why does the Constitution have a Preamble?
What are the basic parts of the Constitution?
How are changes in the Constitution made?
What rights are protected in the Bill of
Rights? What are the three types of
amendments to the Constitution? What
changes have been made to the Constitution?
 

5.1.7.D. Summarize the basic principles and
ideals within documents and the roles played
by the framers as found in significant
documents:
5.1.7.C. Explain how the principles and
ideals shape local, state, and national
government.
5.1.7.A. Cite functional examples of how the
rule of law protects property rights,
individual rights, and the common good.
8.3.7.B. Examine the importance of
significant historical documents, artifacts,
and places critical to United States history.

Social Studies -
Grade 7 - Unit #5

Legislative Branch Our system of government has three levels
and three branches of government. The role
of the legislative branch of government at all
three levels is to make the laws we live by.

What are the three levels of government in
the United States What are the three
branches of Government and what are their
Purposes? What are the basic types of local
legislatures/governments? Who is a local
legislative official and how do you get to be
one?

5.1.7.B. Identify the different types of
government and the processes they use in
making laws.
5.1.7.A. Cite functional examples of how the
rule of law protects property rights,
individual rights, and the common good.
5.3.7.D. Identify leadership positions and the
role of political party aff
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How does the Pennsylvania legislature
compare to other states. How is the
Pennsylvania legislature set up? Who are the
 state legislative officials and how do you
get to be one? What are the roles and
responsibilities of the National legislature?
Who are our Congressional members in
Washington, D.C. and how did they get their
jobs? How does a bill become a law at the
state or national level?   

iliation at the local, state, and national levels.
5.3.7.B. Define and compare the role and
structure of local, state, and national
governments.
5.3.7.J. Identify various types of
governments.

Social Studies -
Grade 7 - Unit #6

The Executive Branch The role of the executive branch of
government is to see that the laws are
enforced and to carry out the day-to-day
business of government.

Who are local executive officials and how
do you get to be one?  Who are state
executive officials and how do you get to be
one?  What are the duties and
responsibilities of the executive branch? 
What are the powers and duties of the
President of the United States?  How do we
choose the President of the United States? 
Why do government agencies make rules for
businesses and individuals to follow?  How
does the U.S. Constitution prevent the
Executive branch from becoming too
powerful?

5.1.7.D. Summarize the basic principles and
ideals within documents and the roles played
by the framers as found in significant
documents:
5.1.7.B. Identify the different types of
government and the processes they use in
making laws.
5.1.7.C. Explain how the principles and
ideals shape local, state, and national
government.
5.1.7.A. Cite functional examples of how the
rule of law protects property rights,
individual rights, and the common good.
5.2.7.C. Describe the role of political
leadership and public service.
5.3.7.A. Compare and contrast the
responsibilities and powers of the three
branches of government.
5.3.7.C. Describe how local, state, and
national governments provide services.
5.3.7.D. Identify leadership positions and the
role of political party affiliation at the local,
state, and national levels.
5.3.7.B. Define and compare the role and
structure of local, state, and national
governments.
5.3.7.J. Identify various types of
governments.

Social Studies -
Grade 7 - Unit #7

The Judicial Branch of government the Judicial branch of government
determines if laws and rights have been
violated. It consists of a series of local, state
and federal courts

What are the two sides of every court case?
What are the two types of cases in trial
courts? What are the physical and human
elements found in a courtroom? What is the
differences between original and appellate
jurisdiction How do grand and petite juries
work? What are the basic elements of a court
case How do you prepare and argue a case

5.1.7.E. Compare and contrast the individual
rights guaranteed by the PA Constitution
versus the U.S. Constitution.
5.1.7.C. Explain how the principles and
ideals shape local, state, and national
government.
5.1.
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? What are the different levels and types of
courts found in Pennsylvania/ How are cases
decided at the appeals level? How are courts
organized at the Federal level? What is the
purpose of the SCOTUS?

7.C.3. Justice
5.1.7.A. Cite functional examples of how the
rule of law protects property rights,
individual rights, and the common good.
5.2.7.A. Compare and contrast rights and
responsibilities of citizenship in the
community, state, and nation.
5.2.7.B. Compare the methods citizens use
to resolve conflicts in society and
government.
5.3.7.A. Compare and contrast the
responsibilities and powers of the three
branches of government.
5.3.7.F. Identify the different levels of the
court system.
CC.8.5.6-8.H. Distinguish among fact,
opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.


