
Scope and Sequence Report

District: Susquenita School District, School: Susquenita High School, Year: 2019-2020, Grade Level: 11, Subject: Social Studies,

Unit Name Start/End Unit Description / Overview Stage 1: Desired Results:
Understandings: (Big Ideas)

Stage 1: Desired Results: Essential
Questions

Standards

Social Studies -
Comparative
Civics &
Economics - Unit
#1

Prin. of Gov't What are the basic principles of
government?

What are the basic foundations of
government?  What are the four
characteristics of the state?  What are the
four origins of the state?  What are the
differences between a dictatorship and a
democracy?  Identify the five concepts of
democracy and their relation to American
identity?  What are the four factors of the
Free Enterprise System?

5.1.U. Principles and Documents of
Government
5.1.U.C. Analyze the principles and ideals
that shape United States government.
5.1.U.C.1. Liberty / Freedom
5.1.U.C.2. Democracy
5.1.U.C.3. Justice
5.1.U.C.4. Equality
5.1.U.A. Apply examples of the rule of law
as related to individual rights and the
common good.
PA.CC.8.5.6-8. Reading Informational Text:
Students read, understand, and respond to
informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
PA.CC.8.6.6-8. Writing: Students write for
different purposes and audiences. Students
write clear and focused text to convey a
well-defined perspective and appropriate
content.
CC.8.6.6-8.A. Write arguments focused on
discipline-specific content.

Social Studies -
Comparative
Civics &
Economics - Unit
#10

Voters and Voter Behavior Why is voting consider an American right? 
What types of behavior affect voters?

Summarize the history of voting rights in the
United States  Identify and explain
constitutional restrictions on the States'
power to set voting qualifications  Identify
the universal requ

5.3.C.E. Compare and contrast the different
election processes for local, state, and
national offices.
5.3.C.D. Evaluate the roles of political
parties, interest groups, and mass media in
politics and public policy.
PA.CC.8.5.6-8. Reading Informational Text:
Students read, understand, a
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irements for voting in the United States 
Explain the other requirements that States
have used or still use as voting qualifications
Describe the 15th Amendment and the
tactics used to circumvent it in an effort to
deny African Americans the vote  Explain
the significance of the early Civil Rights
legislation passed in 1957, 1960, and 1964 
Analyze the provisions and effects of the
Voting Rights Act of 1965  Examine the
problem of nonvoting in this country, and
describe the size of the problem  Identify
people who do not vote  Examine the
behavior of those who vote and those who
do not  Understand the sociological and
psychological factors that affect voting and
how they work together to influence voter
behavior  Explain why the nominating
process is a critical first step in the election
process  Describe self-announcement, the
caucus, and the convention as nominating
methods  Discuss the direct primary as the
principal nominating method used in the
United States today  Understand why some
candidates use the petition as a nominating
device  Analyze how the administration of
elections in the United States helps make
democracy work  Define the role of
precincts and polling places in the election
process  Describe the various ways in voters
can cast their ballots  Outline the role that
voting devices play in the election process 
Explain the issues raised by campaign
spending  Describe the various sources of
funding for campaign spending  Examine
federal laws that regulate campaign finance 
Outline the role of the Federal Election
Commission in enforcing campaign finance
laws

nd respond to informational text � with
emphasis on comprehension, making
connections among ideas and between texts
with focus on textual evidence.
CC.8.5.6-8.D. Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including vocabulary specific to domains
related to history/social studies.
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
CC.8.5.6-8.B. Determine the central ideas or
information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowledge or
opinions.
CC.8.5.6-8.C. Identify key steps in a text�s
description of a process related to
history/social studies (e.g., how a bill
becomes law, how interest rates are raised or
lowered).
CC.8.6.6-8.I. Write routinely over extended
time frames (time for reflection and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

Social Studies -
Comparative
Civics &
Economics - Unit
#11

Mass Media and Public Opinion How does the media dictate public opinion? Examine the term public opinion and
understand why it is difficult to define 
Analyze how family and education shape
public opinion  Describe how additional
factors that shape public opin

5.3.C.H. Evaluate the role of mass media in
setting public agenda and influencing
political life.
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ion  Describe the challenges involved in
measuring public opinion  Explain why
opinion polls are the best measure of public
opinion  Identify five steps in the polling
process  Understand the challenges of
evaluating polls  Recognize the limits on the
impact of public opinion in a democracy 
Examine how the mass media influence
politics  Understand the factors that limit the
influence of the media

Social Studies -
Comparative
Civics &
Economics - Unit
#12

Interest Groups How have interest groups evolved into a
major force in American politics

Describe the role of interest groups in
influencing public policy  Compare and
contrast political parties and interest groups 
Explain why people see interest groups as
both good and bad for American politics 
Explain how the American tradition of
joining organizations has resulted in a wide
range of interest groups  Describe four
categories of groups based on economic
interests  Outline the reasons why other
interest groups have been created  Identify
the purpose of public-interest groups 
Explain interest groups' three major goals in
influencing public opinion  Describe how
interest groups use propaganda to persuade
people to their point of view  Analyze how
interest groups try to influence political
parties and elections  Examine how lobbying
brings pressures to bear on the process of
making public policy

5.3.C.G. Analyze the influence of interest
groups in the political process.

Social Studies -
Comparative
Civics &
Economics - Unit
#2

Origins of American Government What are the key events that lead to
American Independence?  How was the first
American government formed?

How did the 3 landmark English documents
influence the American independence
movement?  What were the key differences
between Royal, Proprietary, and Charter
colonies?  Identify the key events that lead
to American independence?  How did the
Continental Congress function as the first
"American" government?  What are the key
ideas expressed in the Declaration of
Independence?  What were the major
weaknesses of the Articles of
Confederation?  What major compromises
were made in order to ratify the
Constitution?  Explain the major differences
between the Federalists and the
Anti-Federalists?

Documents and Ideals that Shape
Pennsylvania and US Government
5.1.U.D. Compare and contrast the basic
principles and ideals found in significant
documents:
5.1.U.D.1. Declaration of Independence
5.1.U.D.2. United States Constitution
5.1.U.D.3. Bill of Rights
5.1.U.D.4. Pennsylvania Constitution
PA.CC.8.5.6-8. Reading Informational Text:
Students read, understand, and respond to
informatio
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nal text � with emphasis on comprehension,
making connections among ideas and
between texts with focus on textual
evidence.
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
CC.8.5.6-8.B. Determine the central ideas or
information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowledge or
opinions.
CC.8.6.6-8.I. Write routinely over extended
time frames (time for reflection and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences.
CC.8.6.9-10.A. Write arguments focused on
discipline-specific content.
CC.8.6.9-10.A.2. Develop claim(s) and
counterclaims fairly, supplying data and
evidence for each while pointing out the
strengths and limitations of both claim(s)
and counterclaims in a discipline-appropriate
form and in a manner that anticipates the
audience�s knowledge level and concerns.

Social Studies -
Comparative
Civics &
Economics - Unit
#3

Origins of American Government Part 2 How does the Constitution organize the
American Government?  Characterize the
relationship between the states and the
federal government

What are the six basic principles of the
Constitution of the United States of
America?  How are changes made to the
Constitution through formal amendment and
by other means?  How does Federalism
divide power between the national
government and the state governments

Documents and Ideals that Shape
Pennsylvania and US Government
5.1.U.D. Compare and contrast the basic
principles and ideals found in significant
documents:
5.1.U.D.2. United States Constitution
5.1.U.D.3. Bill of Rights
CC.8.5.6-8.H. Distinguish among fact,
opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text.
CC.8.5.6-8.I. Analyze the relationship
between a primary and secondary source on
the same topic.
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
CC.8.5.6-8.B. Determine the central ideas or
information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowl
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edge or opinions.
CC.8.5.6-8.C. Identify key steps in a text�s
description of a process related to
history/social studies (e.g., how a bill
becomes law, how interest rates are raised or
lowered).

Social Studies -
Comparative
Civics &
Economics - Unit
#4

The Legislative Branch What is the structure of the United States
Congress?  How does Congress propose and
pass laws?

How is the National Legislature organized
and structured?  What are the pros and cons
of a bicameral legislature?  How the House
of Representatives organized and structured?
What is redistricting and gerrymandering
and how they effect the structure of the
House of Representatives?  How is the
Senate organized and structured?  What are
the popular ways in which the constitution is
interpreted including the strict and liberal
constructionists?  What expressed powers
involving money and commerce are left to
Congress and for what purposes do they use
them?  How have the Necessary and Proper
Clause and Commerce Clause expanded the
power and scope of the federal government 
What are the leadership positions in
Congress and how do they influence policy? 
What are the different types of committees
in Congress and how do they influence the
lawmaking process?  How are laws made?

5.3.C.A. Examine the process of checks and
balances among the three branches of
government, including the creation of law.
5.3.C.F. Explain the Supreme
CourtÃ¢â�¬â�¢s role in interpreting the
U.S. Constitution.
5.3.C.B. Analyze the roles of local, state,
and national governments in policy-making.
5.3.C.I. Explain various types of taxes and
their purposes.
5.4.C.A. Explain how United States foreign
policy is developed.
CC.8.5.6-8.F. Identify aspects of a text that
reveal an author�s point of view or purpose
(e.g., loaded language, inclusion or
avoidance of particular facts).
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
CC.8.5.6-8.B. Determine the central ideas or
information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowledge or
opinions.
CC.8.6.6-8.I. Write routinely over extended
time frames (time for reflection and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences.
CC.8.6.6-8.F. Conduct short research
projects to answer a question (including a
self-generated question), drawing on several
sources and generating additional related,
focused questions that allow for multiple
avenues of exploration.

Social Studies -
Comparative
Civics &
Economics - Unit
#5

The Executive Branch What is the actual power of the President of
the United States?  How has the power of
the President evolved over the course of
history?

What are the the eights roles 5.3.C
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of the President?  Define the Constitutional
qualifications for somebody to serve as
President?  How long is a President's term
and what pay and benefits does the President
receive?  What is Presidential succession
and how does it work?  What are the
Constitutional qualifications and roles for
the office of Vice President?  What is
Vice-President succession and how does it
work?  Describe the election process of a
President explaining the nomination process
and electoral college?  What are other
proposals besides the electoral college for
the election of the President?  How has mass
media changed the power of the President? 
What are the two viewpoints that Presidents
have taken regarding the office and its
powers?  What are the President's executive
powers?  What role does the executive order
play in lawmaking?  What is the process by
which Presidents make appointments? 
Describe the President's diplomatic and
military powers?  Describe the President's
legislative and judicial powers?

.A. Examine the process of checks and
balances among the three branches of
government, including the creation of law.
5.3.C.E. Compare and contrast the different
election processes for local, state, and
national offices.
5.3.C.C. Explain how government agencies
create, amend, and enforce policies in local,
state, and national governments.
5.3.C.D. Evaluate the roles of political
parties, interest groups, and mass media in
politics and public policy.
5.4.C.A. Explain how United States foreign
policy is developed.
5.4.C.B. Explain why and how different
foreign policy tools are used to advance a
nationÃ¢â�¬â�¢s self interest (e.g.,
diplomacy, economic aid, military aid,
sanctions, treaties).
PA.CC.8.5.6-8. Reading Informational Text:
Students read, understand, and respond to
informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.6-8.D. Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including vocabulary specific to domains
related to history/social studies.
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
CC.8.5.6-8.C. Identify key steps in a text�s
description of a process related to
history/social studies (e.g., how a bill
becomes law, how interest rates are raised or
lowered).

Social Studies -
Comparative
Civics &
Economics - Unit
#6

Financing Government How does the federal government raise
revenue?  What is process taken to establish
a federal budget?

What is the Constitutional power to tax? 
What are the Constitutional limits on taxing?
How is the income tax an example of a
progressive tax?  How do you complete and
file an individua

6.1.C.C. Explain the opportunity cost
associated with government policies.
6.2.C.A. Analyze the flow of goods and
services in the national economy.
6.3.C.A. Evaluate the costs and benefits of
government decisions to provide public
goods and services.
6.3.C.B. Assess the government's role in
regulating and stabilizing the state and
national e
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l income tax return?  What are the payroll
taxes?  What are regressive taxes and how
do they differ from progressive taxes?  In
what other ways does the federal
government raise revenue besides income
and payroll taxes?  How does the borrowing
power and the public debt correlate?  What
are entitlement programs and what is there
effect on federal spending?  How does the
Federal budget process work?

conomy.
6.3.C.C. Evaluate the social, political, and
economic costs/benefits of potential changes
to taxation policies.
PA.CC.8.5.6-8. Reading Informational Text:
Students read, understand, and respond to
informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.6-8.D. Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including vocabulary specific to domains
related to history/social studies.
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
CC.8.5.6-8.B. Determine the central ideas or
information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowledge or
opinions.
CC.8.5.6-8.C. Identify key steps in a text�s
description of a process related to
history/social studies (e.g., how a bill
becomes law, how interest rates are raised or
lowered).
CC.8.6.9-10.I. Write routinely over extended
time frames (time for reflection and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

Social Studies -
Comparative
Civics &
Economics - Unit
#7

The Judicial Branch How is the Federal court system organized? 
The concept of judicial review

What is the dual court system and how does
it structure the American court system? 
What is jurisdiction and what are the
different types of jurisdiction?  How are
judges appointed  What are the
qualifications for judges?  Who are the other
court officers besides federal judges?  What
is the structure and what are the functions of
the Inferior Courts?  What is the structure
and what are the functions of the Supreme
Court?  What is the structure and what are
the functions of the Special Courts?

5.1.C.D. Evaluate state and federal powers
based on significant documents and other
critical sources.
5.1.C.A. Analyze the sources, purposes,
functions of law, and how the rule of law
protects individual rights and promotes the
common good.
5.3.C.F. Explain the Supreme
CourtÃ¢â�¬â�¢s role in interpreting the
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U.S. Constitution.
5.3.C.F.1. Individual rights
5.3.C.F.2. StatesÃ¢â�¬â�¢ rights
5.3.C.F.3. Civil rights
PA.CC.8.5.6-8. Reading Informational Text:
Students read, understand, and respond to
informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.6-8.D. Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including vocabulary specific to domains
related to history/social studies.
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
CC.8.5.6-8.B. Determine the central ideas or
information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowledge or
opinions.
CC.8.5.6-8.C. Identify key steps in a text�s
description of a process related to
history/social studies (e.g., how a bill
becomes law, how interest rates are raised or
lowered).
CC.8.6.6-8.I. Write routinely over extended
time frames (time for reflection and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

Social Studies -
Comparative
Civics &
Economics - Unit
#8

Foreign Policy How does the United States conduct foreign
policy?  How has the United States
conducted foreign policy throughout
history?

Define, foreign policy, and understand the
difference between isolationism and
internationalism  Explain the functions,
components, and organization of the
Department of State  Summarize the
functions, components, and organization of
the Department of Defense and the military
departments  Describe a number government
agencies, besides the Department of State
and and Defense, that are involved in foreign
and defense policy  Explain how the CI

5.4.U.A. Explain how United States foreign
policy is developed.
PA.CC.8.5.6-8. Reading Informational Text:
Students read, understand, and respond to
informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and sec
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A, the Department of Homeland Security,
NASA, and the Selective Service System
contribute to the nation's security  Identify
the two types of foreign aid and describe
Untied States foreign aid policy  Describe
the major security alliances to which the
United States belongs, and summarize
United States policy in the Middle East 
Examine the role, structure, and problems
that face the United Nations

ondary sources.
CC.8.5.6-8.B. Determine the central ideas or
information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowledge or
opinions.
CC.8.5.6-8.C. Identify key steps in a text�s
description of a process related to
history/social studies (e.g., how a bill
becomes law, how interest rates are raised or
lowered).
CC.8.6.9-10.I. Write routinely over extended
time frames (time for reflection and
revision) and shorter time frames (a single
sitting or a day or two) for a range of
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and
audiences.

Social Studies -
Comparative
Civics &
Economics - Unit
#9

Poliical Parties What are political parties?  What role to
political parties play in American elections
and government?

Define a political party  Describe the major
functions of political parties  Identify the
reasons why the United States has a
two-party system  Understand multiparty
and one-party systems and how they affect
the functioning of government  Describe the
party membership patterns in the United
States  Understand the origins of political
parties in the United States  Identify and
describe three major periods of single-party
domination and describe the current era of
divided government  Identify the types of
minor parties that have been active in
American politics  Understand why minor
parties are important despite the fact that
none has ever won the presidency 
Understand why the major parties have a
decentralized structure  Describe the
national party machinery and how parties are
organized at the State and local levels 
Identify the three components of the parties 
Examine the future of the major parties

5.2.C.A. Contrast the rights and
responsibilities of a citizen in a democracy
with a citizen in an authoritarian system.
5.3.C.E. Compare and contrast the different
election processes for local, state, and
national offices.
5.3.C.D. Evaluate the roles of political
parties, interest groups, and mass media in
politics and public policy.
PA.CC.8.5.6-8. Reading Informational Text:
Students read, understand, and respond to
informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
CC.8.5.6-8.B. Determine the central ideas or
information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowledge or
opinions.
CC.8.5.6-8.C. Identify key steps in a text�s
description of a process related to
history/social studies (e.g., how a bill
becomes law, how interest rates are raised or
lowered).
CC.8.6.6-8.I. Wr
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ite routinely over extended time frames
(time for reflection and revision) and shorter
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two)
for a range of discipline-specific tasks,
purposes, and audiences.


