
Scope and Sequence Report

District: Susquenita School District, School: Susquenita High School, Year: 2019-2020, Subject: Social Studies,

Unit Name Start/End Unit Description / Overview Stage 1: Desired Results:
Understandings: (Big Ideas)

Stage 1: Desired Results: Essential
Questions

Standards

Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #1

AP Unit 1 History and Approaches Psychology's History Psychology's Big
Issues and Approaches Careers in
Psychology

Content Standard 1: Development of
psychology as an empirical science  1.1
Define psychology as a discipline and
identify its goals as a science. 1.2 Describe
the emergence of psychology as a scientific
discipline. 1.3 Describe perspectives
employed to understand behavior and mental
processes. 1.4 Explain how psychology
evolved as a scientific discipline. Content
Standard 2: Major subfields within
psychology   2.1 Discuss the value of both
basic and applied psychological research
with human and non-human animals. 2.2
Describe the major subfields of psychology.
2.3 Identify the important role psychology
plays in benefiting society and improving
people’s lives.

Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #10

AP Unit 10 - Personality Freud's Psychodynamic Perspective:
Exploring the Unconscious Psychodynamic
Theories and Modern Views of the
Unconscious Humanistic Personality Theory
Trait Personality Theory Social-Cognitive
Theory and Exploring the Self

How does psychoanalysis explain
personality? Are Freud's ideas on personality
and development credible? How have
Freud's ideas evolved over time as his
followers developed their own ideas? How
do we assess the unconscious? What is the
unconscious mind? What does it mean to be
self-actualized? Assessing the Self Do
humanistic theories adequately explain
personality? what is a personality trait? How
do we assess traits? Why are these Big Five
factors important? Do trait theories
adequately explain personality? How do
social-cognitive psychologists explain
personality? HOw do we assess the
social-cognitive perspective?

IV.3. Personality
IV.3.1. Perspectives on personality. Students
are able to (performance standards):
IV.3.1.1. Evaluate psychodynamic theories.
IV.3.1.2. Evaluate trait theories.
IV.3.1.3. Evaluate humanistic theories.
IV.3.1.4. Evaluate social-cognitive theories.
IV.3.2. Assessment of personality. Students
are able to (performance standards):
IV.3.2.1. Differentiate personality
assessment techniques.
IV.3.2.2. Discuss the reliability and validity
of personality assessment techniques.
IV.3.
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3. Issues in personality. Students are able to
(performance standards):
IV.3.3.1. Discuss biological and situational
influences.
IV.3.3.2. Discuss stability and change.
IV.3.3.3. Discuss connections to health and
work.
IV.3.3.4. Discuss self-concept.
IV.3.3.5. Analyze how individualistic and
collectivistic cultural perspectives relate to
personality.
PA.CC.8.5.11-12. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.B. Determine the central ideas
or information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of how
key events or ideas develop over the course
of the text.
CC.8.6.9-10.D. Develop and strengthen
writing as needed by planning, revising,
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach,
focusing on addressing what is most
significant for a specific purpose and
audience.

Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #11

AP Unit 11 - Intelligence and Testing Introduction to Intelligence  Assessing
Intelligence  The Dynamics of Intelligence 
Studying Genetic and Environmental
Influences on Intelligence  Group
Differences and the Question of Bias

What is intelligence?  Who is smarter,
someone who is good at many things or at
one thing?  What does it mean to be
emotionally intelligent?  Where in our brain
does intelligence operate?  Why do we need
intelligence testing?  Do modern tests of
mental abilities sufficiently measure
intelligence?  What makes a good test?  Can
intelligence change over time?  What does it
mean to have a different kind of
intelligence?  Are you a product of your
genes or environment?  What environmental
influences affect our behavior most?  Why
do different people perform differently on
intelligence tests?  What make a test biased? 
How can we fix biased tests?

C.3. Intelligence
C.3.1. Perspectives on intelligence. Students
are able to (performance standards):
C.3.1.1. Discuss intelligence as a general
factor.
C.3.1.2. Discuss alternative
conceptualizations of intelligence.
C.3.1.3. Describe the extremes of
intelligence.
C.3.2. Assessment of intelligence. Students
are able to (performance standards):
C.3.2.1. Discuss the history of intelligence
testing, including historical use and misuse
in the context of fairness.
C.3.2.2. Identify current methods of
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assessing human abilities.
C.3.2.3. Identify measures of and data on
reliability and validity for intelligence test
scores.
DL.1. Life Span Development
DL.1.1. Methods and issues in life span
development. Students are able to
(performance standards):
DL.1.1.1. Explain the interaction of
environmental and biological factors in
development, including the role of the brain
in all aspects of development.
DL.1.1.2. Explain issues of
continuity/discontinuity and
stability/change.
DL.1.1.3. Distinguish methods used to study
development.
DL.1.1.4. Describe the role of sensitive and
critical periods in development.
DL.1.1.5. Discuss issues related to the end
of life.
DL.1.2. Theories of life span development
.Students are able to (performance
standards):
DL.1.2.1. Discuss theories of cognitive
development.
DL.1.2.2. Discuss theories of moral
development.
DL.1.2.3. Discuss theories of social
development.
DL.1.3. Prenatal development and the
newborn. Students are able to (performance
standards):
DL.1.3.1. Describe physical development
from conception through birth and identify
influences on prenatal development.
DL.1.3.2. Describe newbornsâ�� reflexes,
temperament, and abilities.
DL.1.4. Infancy (i.e., the first two years of
life). Students are able to (performance
standards):
DL.1.4.1. Describe physical and motor
development.
DL.1.4.2. Describe how infant perceptual
abilities and intelligence develop.
DL.1.4.3. Describe the development of
attachment and the role of the caregiver.
DL.1.4.4. Describe the development of
communication and language.
DL.1.5. Childhood. Students are able to
(performance standards):
DL.1.5.1. Describe physical and motor
development.
DL.1.5.2. Describe how memor



y and thinking ability develops.
DL.1.5.3. Describe social, cultural, and
emotional development through childhood.
DL.1.6. Adolescence. Students are able to
(performance standards):
DL.1.6.1. Identify major physical changes.
DL.1.6.2. Describe the development of
reasoning and morality.
DL.1.6.3. Describe identity formation.
DL.1.6.4. Discuss the role of family and
peers in adolescent development.
CC.8.5.11-12.A. Cite specific textual
evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, connecting insights
gained from specific details to an
understanding of the text as a whole.
PA.CC.8.5.6-8. Reading Informational Text:
Students read, understand, and respond to
informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.A. Cite specific textual
evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, attending to such features
as the date and origin of the information.
CC.8.6.6-8.A.2. Support claim(s) with
logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data
and evidence that demonstrate an
understanding of the topic or text, using
credible sources.

Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #12

AP Unit 12 - Abnormal Psychology *Introduction to Psychological Disorders
*Anxiety Disorders *Mood Disorders
*Schizophrenia *Personality and Other
Disorders

How do we define psychological disorders?
How are psychological disorders different
from "normal" behaviors? What are
psychological disorders? Why are
psychological disorders more prevalent in
some cultures more than others? How does
generalized anxiety disorder affect  people?
How does panic disorder affect people ?
How do phobias affect people ? How does
OCD affect people? How does PTSD affect
people? What are the roots of anxiety
disorders? How does major depressive
disorder affect people? What are the roots of
mood disorders in people? How do
psychological issu

IV.4. Psychological Disorders
IV.4.1.1. Define psychologically abnormal
behavior.
IV.4.1.2. Describe historical and
cross-cultural views of abnormality.
IV.4.1.3. Describe major models of
abnormality.
IV.4.1.4. Discuss how stigma relates to
abnormal behavior.
IV.4.1.5. Discuss the impact of
psychological disorders on the individual,
family, and society.
IV.4.2. Categories of psychological
disorders. Students are able to (performance
standards):
I
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es manifest themselves in our general
physical well being? What does it mean to
dissociate? Why are eating disorders so
difficult to treat and recover from? How do
personality disorders affect people?

V.4.2.1. Describe the classification of
psychological disorders.
IV.4.2.2. Discuss the challenges associated
with diagnosis.
IV.4.2.3. Describe symptoms and causes of
major categories of psychological disorders
(including schizophrenic, mood, anxiety,
and personality disorders).
IV.4.2.4. Evaluate how different factors
influence an individualâ��s experience of
psychological disorders.
PA.CC.8.5.6-8. Reading Informational Text:
Students read, understand, and respond to
informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.A. Cite specific textual
evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, attending to such features
as the date and origin of the information.

Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #13

AP Unit 13 - Treatment of Abnormal
Behavior

Introduction to Therapy and Psychodynamic
and Humanistic Theories  Behavior,
Cognitive and Group Therapies  Evaluating
Psychotherapies and and Prevention
Strategies  The Biomedical Therapies

HOw can we unlearn maladaptive behavior? 
HOw can changing our thoughts change our
maladaptive behavior?  How important are
family members and other people to
effective therapy?  How do we know a
therapy is effective?  How do we prevent
mental illness?  Are drug therapies
effective?  How does altering the brain's
electrochemistry affect mental health?  How
important to our mental health are different
parts of the brain?  How important is it to
change our lifestyles to promote mental
health?

IV.4.2. Categories of psychological
disorders. Students are able to (performance
standards):
IV.4.2.1. Describe the classification of
psychological disorders.
IV.4.2.2. Discuss the challenges associated
with diagnosis.
IV.4.2.3. Describe symptoms and causes of
major categories of psychological disorders
(including schizophrenic, mood, anxiety,
and personality disorders).
IV.4.2.4. Evaluate how different factors
influence an individualâ��s experience of
psychological disorders.

Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #14

AP Unit 14 - Social Psychology Attribution, Attitudes and Action
Conformity and Obedience Group Behavior
Prejudice and Discrimination Aggression
Attraction Altruism, Conflict, and
Peacemaking

How do we explain people's behavior and
our own behavior? How do attitudes and
actions work together? Why do we conform?
What is the effect of conformity on our
behavior? Why do we obey? What is the
effect of obedience on our behavior? Do
others help or hurt our performance? Are we
individually responsible for our behavior
regardless of context? Why do

SC.1. Social Interactions
SC.1.1. Social cognition. Students are able
to (performance standards):
SC.1.1.1. Describe attributional explanations
of behavior.
SC.1.1.2. Describe the relationship between
attitudes (implicit and explicit) and behavior.
SC.1.1.3. Identif
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we become polarized in a group? How can
we avoid groupthink? Can one person make
a difference? HOw much influence does our
culture have on our behavior? What impact
does prejudice have on people? What is
aggression? Why do people become
aggressive? What makes one person
attractive to another ? What does it mean to
be "in love"? What does it mean to act
selflessly? How can we get along with
others?

y persuasive methods used to change
attitudes.
SC.1.3. Social relations. Students are able to
(performance standards):
SC.1.3.1. Discuss the nature and effects of
stereotyping, prejudice, and discrimination.
SC.1.3.2. Describe determinants of prosocial
behavior.
SC.1.3.3. Discuss influences upon
aggression and conflict.
SC.1.3.4. Discuss factors influencing
attraction and relationships.
SC.2. Sociocultural Diversity
SC.2.1. Social and cultural diversity.
Students are able to (performance
standards):
SC.2.1.2. Identify how cultures change over
time and vary within nations as well as
internationally.
SC.2.1.3. Discuss the relationship between
culture and conceptions of self and identity.
SC.2.1.4. Discuss psychological research
examining race and ethnicity.
SC.2.1.5. Discuss psychological research
examining socioeconomic status.
SC.2.1.6. Discuss how privilege and social
power structures relate to stereotypes,
prejudice, and discrimination.

Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #2

AP Unit 2 Research Methods The Need for Psychological Science  The
Scientific Method of Description 
Correlation and Experimentation  Statistical
Reasoning in Everyday Life  Frequently
Asked Questions About Psychology

How can the scientific method help us draw
more informed conclusions?  In what ways
is our confidence in our predictions often
wrong?  Why is it important to understand
how randomness works?  Why is curiosity
important to a psychologist?  Why is
humility important to a psychologist?  What
value does critical thinking provide to the
scientific process?  Why are operational
definitions important to the scientific
process?  why is replication such an
important function of science?  HOw can a
descriptive research method advance
knowledge of a behavior or mental process? 
What is the value of knowing that 2
variables are related?  Why is correlation not
the same as causation?
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Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #3

AP Unit 3 Biological Bases of Behavior Biology, Behavior and Mind             Neural
Communication  The Nervous System  The
Endocrine System  Older Brain Structures 
Structure of the Cortex  Functions of the
Cortex  The Brain's Plasticity  Our Divided
Brain  Right-Left Brain Difference  The
Biology of Consciousness  Genes: Our
Codes for Life  Twin and Adoption Studies 
Molecular Genetics  Heritability

Why is studying biology important to
understanding psychology?  Who is
knowing about neural communication
important?  Why is knowing about the
nervous system important?  How do the
endocrine system and nervous system
interact?  How have modern techniques of
studying the brain helped our understanding
of behavior and mental processes?  Why are
the parts of the brain that control more basic
function called "older"?  What qualities of
the cortex differentiate humans from other
animals?  How are the functions of the
cortex different and similar to other animals?
Why is it important for the brain to be
plastic and regenerative?  What can research
of the split brain tell us about how the brain
works?  How important are your genes to
your daily behavior and mental processes? 
How do heredity and the environment work
together?  How would you explain the
nature-nurture issue to someone who has not
studied psychology?

B.1. Biological Bases of Behavior
B.1.1. Structure and function of the nervous
system in human and non-human animals.
Students are able to (performance
standards):
B.1.1.1. Identify the major divisions and
subdivisions of the human nervous system.
B.1.1.2. Identify the parts of the neuron and
describe the basic process of neural
transmission.
B.1.1.3. Differentiate between the structures
and functions of the various parts of the
central nervous system.
B.1.1.4. Describe lateralization of brain
functions.
B.1.1.5. Discuss the mechanisms of, and the
importance of, plasticity of the nervous
system.
B.1.2. Structure and function of the
endocrine system. Students are able to
(performance standards):
B.1.2.1. Describe how the endocrine glands
are linked to the nervous system.
B.1.2.2. Describe the effects of hormones on
behavior and mental processes.
B.1.2.3. Describe hormone effects on the
immune system.
B.1.3. The interaction between biological
factors and experience. Students are able to
(performance standards):
B.1.3.1. Describe concepts in genetic
transmission.
B.1.3.2. Describe the interactive effects of
heredity and environment.
B.1.3.3. Explain how evolved tendencies
influence behavior.
B.1.4. Methods and issues related to
biological advances. Students are able to
(performance standards):
B.1.4.1. Identify tools used to study the
nervous system.
B.1.4.2. Describe advances made in
neuroscience.
B.1.4.3. Discuss issues related to scientific
advances in neuroscience and genetics.
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Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #4

AP Unit 4 Sensation and Perception Basic Principles of Sensation and Perception
Influences on Perception  Vision  Visual
Organization and Interpretation  Hearing 
The Other Senses

What are the implications of having the
ability to attend selectively to stimuli?  Why
are thresholds important to our ability to
interact with the world around us?  How
does sensory adaptation help people help
people live day to day?  What are some
benefits and drawbacks of perceptual set? 
How influential is context on our sensation
and perception?  How is light important to
vision?  What are the most important aspects
of light that make vision possible?  What are
the most important aspects of the eye that
make vision possible?  How do we see
color?  Why do we organize visual
information in particular ways?  HOw does
this type of organization help us understand
the world around us?  HOw does losing or
regaining vision affect perception?  How are
sound waves important to hearing?  What
are the most important aspects of sound
waves that make hearing possible?  What
aspcet of the ear makes hearing possible? 
What is the importance of pain in our lives? 
How does our sense of taste affect other
aspects of our lives?  What is the importance
of smell and taste in our lives?  HOw can
knowing about our body position and
movement be important?

B.2.1. The processes of sensation and
perception. Students are able to
(performance standards):
B.2.1.1. Discuss processes of sensation and
perception and how they interact.
B.2.1.2. Explain the concepts of threshold
and adaptation.
B.2.2. The capabilities and limitations of
sensory processes. Students are able to
(performance standards):
B.2.2.1. List forms of physical energy for
which humans and non-human animals do
and do not have sensory receptors.
B.2.2.2. Describe the visual sensory system.
B.2.2.3. Describe the auditory sensory
system.
B.2.2.4. Describe other sensory systems,
such as olfaction, gustation, and somesthesis
(e.g., skin senses, kinesthesis, and vestibular
sense).
B.2.3. Interaction of the person and the
environment in determining perception.
Students are able to (performance
standards):
B.2.3.1. Explain Gestalt principles of
perception.
B.2.3.2. Describe binocular and monocular
depth cues.
B.2.3.3. Describe the importance of
perceptual constancies.
B.2.3.4. Describe perceptual illusions.
B.2.3.5. Describe the nature of attention.
B.2.3.6. Explain how experiences and
expectations influence perception.

Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #5

AP Unit 5 - States of Consciousness Understanding Consciousness and Hypnosis 
Sleep Patterns and Sleep Theories  Sleep
Deprivation, Sleep Disorders and Dreams 
Psychoactive Drugs

What does it mean to be conscious?  What is
hypnosis?  How do biological rhythms affect
everyday life?  Why do we sleep?  If sleep is
so important, why do some people avoid it? 
How do sleep disorders affect daily life? 
Are dreams important to daily life?  HOw
does the misuse of drugs affect daily life? 
Why is it important to know about the
different types of psychoactive drugs?

B.3.1. The relationship between conscious
and unconscious processes. Students are able
to (performance standards):
B.3.1.1. Identify states of consciousness.
B.3.1.2. Distinguish between processing
which is conscious (i.e., explicit) and other
processing which happens without conscious
awareness (i.e., implicit).
B.3.2. Characteristics of sleep and theories
that explain why we sleep and dream.
Students are able to (performance standard
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s):
B.3.2.1. Describe the circadian rhythm and
its relation to sleep.
B.3.2.2. Describe the sleep cycle.
B.3.2.3. Compare theories about the
functions of sleep.
B.3.2.4. Describe types of sleep disorders.
B.3.2.5. Compare theories about the
functions of dreams.
B.3.3. Categories of psychoactive drugs and
their effects. Students are able to
(performance standards):
B.3.3.1. Characterize the major categories of
psychoactive drugs and their effects.
B.3.3.2. Describe how psychoactive drugs
act at the synaptic level.
B.3.3.3. Evaluate the biological and
psychological effects of psychoactive drugs.
B.3.3.4. Explain how culture and
expectations influence the use and
experience of drugs.
B.3.4. Other states of consciousness.
Students are able to (performance
standards):
B.3.4.1. Describe meditation and relaxation
and their effects.
B.3.4.2. Describe hypnosis and controversies
surrounding its nature and use.
B.3.4.3. Describe flow states.

Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #6

AP Unit 6 - Learning How we Learn and Classical Conditioning 
Operant Conditioning  Operant Conditioning
Applications and Comparison to Classical
Conditioning  Biology, Cognition, and
Learning  Learning by Observation

How do we learn?  How can people know
that they have learned?  How are
associations important to learning?  How are
consequences important to learning?  What
are the most important aspects of Skinner's
experiments that have contributed to the
understanding of learning?  How can you
apply operant conditioning to your own life?
How do classical and operant conditioning
differ?  How does biology constrain
conditioning?  How does cognition affect
conditioning?  How do classical and operant
conditioning affect our sense of personal
control?  HOw important are role models? 
HOw can you apply observational learning
to your own life?

DL.2.1. Classical conditioning. Students are
able to (performance standards):
DL.2.1.1. Describe the principles of classical
conditioning.
DL.2.1.2. Describe clinical and experimental
examples of classical conditioning.
DL.2.1.3. Apply classical conditioning to
everyday life.
DL.2.2. Operant conditioning. Students are
able to (performance standards):
DL.2.2.1. Describe the Law of Effect.
DL.2.2.2. Describe the principles of operant
condi
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tioning.
DL.2.2.3. Describe clinical and experimental
examples of operant conditioning.
DL.2.2.4. Apply operant conditioning to
everyday life.
DL.2.3. Observational and cognitive
learning. Students are able to (performance
standards):
DL.2.3.1. Describe the principles of
observational and cognitive learning.
DL.2.3.2. Apply observational and cognitive
learning to everyday life.

Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #7B

AP Unit 7A Cognition-Memory Studying and Building Memories  Memory
Storage and Retrieval  Forgetting, Memory
Construction and Memory Improvement

What is memory?  How can we improve our
encoding of memories?  Are parts of the
brain more important to memory than
others?  What is the relationship between
getting information in and out of memory? 
Can forgetting ever be a good thing?  How
can we make our memory retrieval more
reliable?  How can we improve memory?

C.1. Memory
C.1.1. Encoding of memory. Students are
able to (performance standards):
C.1.1.1. Identify factors that influence
encoding.
C.1.1.2. Characterize the difference between
shallow (surface) and deep (elaborate)
processing.
C.1.1.3. Discuss strategies for improving the
encoding of memory.
C.1.2. Storage of memory. Students are able
to (performance standards):
C.1.2.1. Describe the differences between
working memory and long-term memory.
C.1.2.2. Identify and explain biological
processes related to how memory is stored.
C.1.2.3. Discuss types of memory and
memory disorders (e.g., amnesias,
dementias).
C.1.2.4. Discuss strategies for improving the
storage of memories.
C.1.3. Retrieval of memory. Students are
able to (performance standards):
C.1.3.1. Analyze the importance of retrieval
cues in memory.
C.1.3.2. Explain the role that interference
plays in retrieval.
C.1.3.3. Discuss the factors influencing how
memories are retrieved.
C.1.3.4. Explain how memories can be
malleable.
C.1.3.5. Discuss strategies for improving the
retrieval of memories.
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Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #7B

AP Unit 7B Cognition- Thinkng/Language Thinking, Concepts, and Creativity  Solving
Problems and Making Decisions  Thinking
and Language

What is the function of concepts?  What
does it mean to be creative?  What are the
best strategies for solving problems?  How
can we avoid making bad decisions?  What
is language?  HOw can we develop
language?  HOw does our brain process
language?  Does language influence
thought?  or vice versa

C.2. Thinking
C.2.1. Basic elements comprising thought.
Students are able to (performance
standards):
C.2.1.2. Define processes involved in
problem solving and decision making.
C.2.1.3. Discuss non-human
problem-solving abilities.
C.2.2. Obstacles related to thought. Students
are able to (performance standards):
C.2.2.1. Describe obstacles to problem
solving.
C.2.2.2. Describe obstacles to decision
making.
C.2.2.3. Describe obstacles to making good
judgments.

Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #8A

AP Unit 8A - Motivation Motivational Concepts  Hunger Motivation 
Sexual Motivation  Social Motivation: 
Affiliation Needs

Do humans have instincts? Why or why not?
How do drives and incentives motivate
behavior?  What factors contribute to
optimum arousal?  Are some needs and
drives more basic than others?  How does
our body communicate and cope with
hunger?  How does affect our behavior? 
HOw do differences in weight affect
behavior and our interactions with others? 
How does our body respond to sex?  HOw
does sex affect behavior?  What are the
benefits of belonging?  What are the effects
of being left out?  How does social
connection and networking affect behavior?

IV.1. Motivation
IV.1.1. Perspectives on motivation. Students
are able to (performance standards):
IV.1.1.1. Explain biologically based theories
of motivation.
IV.1.1.2. Explain cognitively based theories
of motivation.
IV.1.1.3. Explain humanistic theories of
motivation.
IV.1.1.4. Explain the role of culture in
human motivation.
IV.1.2. Domains of motivated behavior in
humans and non-human animals. Students
are able to (performance standards):
IV.1.2.1. Discuss eating behavior.
IV.1.2.2. Discuss sexual behavior and
orientation.
IV.1.2.3. Discuss achievement motivation.
IV.1.2.4. Discuss other ways in which
humans and non-human animals are
motivated.

Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #8B

Unit 8B - Emotions and Stress Theories and Physiology of Emotion 
Expressed Emotion  Stress and Health 
Stress and Illness

How are thinking and emotions related? 
How does the body create and respond to
emotions?  What cues are important to
detecting emotions in others?  How does
gender result in different emotional
experiences?  How do facial expressions
influence emotional experiences?  What is
stress?  How does stress affect our ability to
fight disease?

IV.2.1. Perspectives on emotion. Students
are able to (performance standards):
IV.2.1.1. Explain the biological and
cognitive components of emotion.
IV.2.1.2. Discuss psychological research on
basic human emotions.
IV.2.1.3. Differe
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ntiate among theories of emotional
experience.
IV.2.2. Emotional interpretation and
expression. Students are able to
(performance standards):
IV.2.2.1. Explain how biological factors
influence emotional interpretation and
expression.
IV.2.2.2. Explain how culture and gender
influence emotional interpretation and
expression.
IV.2.2.3. Explain how other environmental
factors influence emotional interpretation
and expression.
IV.2.3. Domains of emotional behavior.
Students are able to (performance
standards):
IV.2.3.1. Identify biological and
environmental influences on the expression
and experience of negative emotions, such
as fear.
IV.2.3.2. Identify biological and
environmental influences on the expression
and experience of positive emotions, such as
happiness.

Social Studies -
AP Psychology -
Unit #9

AP Unit 9 - Developmental Psych Prenatal Development and the Newborn 
Infancy and Childhood:  Physical
Development  Infancy and Childhood:
Cognitive Development  Infancy and
Childhood: Social Development  Gender
Development  Parents, Peers, and Early
Experiences  Adolescence: Physical and
Cognitive Development  Adolescence:
Social Development and Emerging
Adulthood  Sexual Development 
Adulthood:  Physical, Cognitive and Social
Development

What is the contribution of nature and
nurture to our lives?  Does development
occur in stages or as a continuum from one
level to another?  As we develop, do we
generally stay the same or do we experience
significant change?  What are some
important factors to healthy prenatal and
newborn development?  What can parents do
to help their children use their brain to aid in
its development?  Do infants experience
developmental milestones in the same
sequence?  How important are our earliest
memories and experience on our current
lives?  Why is Piaget's theory so important? 
Why is Vygotsky's theory important to our
understanding of development?  What
important points can we learn from Piaget a

DL.1. Life Span Development
DL.1.1. Methods and issues in life span
development. Students are able to
(performance standards):
DL.1.1.1. Explain the interaction of
environmental and biological factors in
development, including the role of the brain
in all aspects of development.
DL.1.1.2. Explain issues of
continuity/discontinuity and
stability/change.
DL.1.1.3. Distinguish methods used to study
development.
DL.1.1.4. Describe the role of sensitive and
critical periods in development.
DL.1.1.5. Discuss issues related to the end
of life.
DL.1.2. Theories o
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nd Vygotsky?  Why is becoming attached to
someone else important?  HOw do
temperament and parenting influence our
development?  What qualities should people
look for in a day care?  HOw is self-concept
differenc from self-esteem?  What factors
about parenting influence future behavior in
children?  How do child-raising practices
vary between cultures?  How do people of
different genders handle situations in similar
and different ways?  How much indluence
does culture have on your gender role?  How
much credit or blame do parents deserve for
their children's behavior and life outcome? 
How do peers influence your gender role? 
How do adolescents think differently from
children and adults?  How does one form an
identity?  How important is it for
adolescents to form an identity?  Who has
more influence on a person's behavior and
choices: parents or peers?  Is the
development of emerging adulthood a good
or bad thing?  What has research taught us
about sexual orientation?  Is adulthood only
a time of physical deterioration?  How do
adults change cognitively as they age?  Do
adults have a social life?  How is it similar
and different from an adolescent's social
life?

f life span development .Students are able to
(performance standards):
DL.1.2.1. Discuss theories of cognitive
development.
DL.1.2.2. Discuss theories of moral
development.
DL.1.2.3. Discuss theories of social
development.
DL.1.3. Prenatal development and the
newborn. Students are able to (performance
standards):
DL.1.3.1. Describe physical development
from conception through birth and identify
influences on prenatal development.
DL.1.3.2. Describe newbornsâ�� reflexes,
temperament, and abilities.
DL.1.4. Infancy (i.e., the first two years of
life). Students are able to (performance
standards):
DL.1.4.1. Describe physical and motor
development.
DL.1.4.2. Describe how infant perceptual
abilities and intelligence develop.
DL.1.4.3. Describe the development of
attachment and the role of the caregiver.
DL.1.4.4. Describe the development of
communication and language.
DL.1.5. Childhood. Students are able to
(performance standards):
DL.1.5.1. Describe physical and motor
development.
DL.1.5.2. Describe how memory and
thinking ability develops.
DL.1.5.3. Describe social, cultural, and
emotional development through childhood.
DL.1.6. Adolescence. Students are able to
(performance standards):
DL.1.6.1. Identify major physical changes.
DL.1.6.2. Describe the development of
reasoning and morality.
DL.1.6.3. Describe identity formation.
DL.1.6.4. Discuss the role of family and
peers in adolescent development.
DL.1.7. Adulthood and aging. Students are
able to (performance standards):
DL.1.7.1. Identify major physical changes
associated with adulthood and aging.
DL.1.7.2. Describe cognitive changes in
adulthood and aging.
DL.1.7.3. Discuss social, cultural, and
emotional issues in aging.



Social Studies -
Psychology - Unit
#1

Branches of psych and history of psychology Detailed descriptions of the fields of
psychology and work settings as well as the
contemporary and historical approaches to
psychology. Research methods in
psychology

HOw can psychology be explained by
studying the definition, subfields,
approaches and research methods of this
social science.? What ae the important
elements in the definition of psychology?
What are the subfields and career goals in
psychology? Who were the founders of
psychology and what were their
contributions? Explain the six contemporary
and historical approaches to psychology?
What are the main areas of psychological
research? How does the placebo effect
impact resarch? What research method
should be used for real life research topics?  

SI.1.1. Development of psychology as an
empirical science. Students are able to
(performance standards):
SI.1.1.1. Define psychology as a discipline
and identify its goals as a science.
SI.1.1.2. Describe the emergence of
psychology as a scientific discipline.
SI.1.1.3. Describe perspectives employed to
understand behavior and mental processes.
SI.1.1.4. Explain how psychology evolved
as a scientific discipline.
SI.1.2. Major subfields within psychology.
Students are able to (performance
standards):
SI.1.2.1. Discuss the value of both basic and
applied psychological research with human
and non-human animals.
SI.1.2.2. Describe the major subfields of
psychology.
SI.1.2.3. Identify the important role
psychology plays in benefiting society and
improving peopleâ��s lives.
SI.2. Research Methods, Measurement, and
Statistics
SI.2.1. Research methods and measurements
used to study behavior and mental processes.
Students are able to (performance
standards):
SI.2.1.1. Describe the scientific method and
its role in psychology.
SI.2.1.2. Describe and compare a variety of
quantitative (e.g., surveys, correlations,
experiments) and qualitative (e.g.,
interviews, narratives, focus groups)
research methods.
SI.2.1.3. Define systematic procedures used
to improve the validity of research findings,
such as external validity.
SI.2.1.4. Discuss how and why
psychologists use non-human animals in
research.
SI.2.2. Ethical issues in research with human
and non-human animals. Students are able to
(performance standards):

Social Studies -
Psychology - Unit
#10

Unit 10 - Psychology - Cognition C.2. Thinking
C.2.1. Basic elements comprising thought.
Students are able
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to (performance standards):
C.2.1.1. Define cognitive processes involved
in understanding information.
C.2.1.2. Define processes involved in
problem solving and decision making.
C.2.1.3. Discuss non-human
problem-solving abilities.
C.2.2. Obstacles related to thought. Students
are able to (performance standards):
C.2.2.1. Describe obstacles to problem
solving.
C.2.2.2. Describe obstacles to decision
making.
C.2.2.3. Describe obstacles to making good
judgments.
PA.CC.8.5.6-8. Reading Informational Text:
Students read, understand, and respond to
informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
CC.8.6.6-8.A.2. Support claim(s) with
logical reasoning and relevant, accurate data
and evidence that demonstrate an
understanding of the topic or text, using
credible sources.

Social Studies -
Psychology - Unit
#2

Unit #2 - Social Studies - Psychology- Brain Studying the functions of the brain,
neurochemicals and the nervous systems
influence on behavior

How does the neuron influence behavior?
How does the nauron act as the electrical
system of the body? What are the parts of a
neuron and what functions do they have?
Explore the affects of drugs on neural
communication? How does the structure and
function of the central nervous system and
the brain's influence on behavior? What are
the main 15 parts and locations of the brain?
What are the similarities and differences
between left brained and right brained
individuals? What are the functions of the
four lobes of the brain? How is the brain
studied using different scans and
measurements?

B.1. Biological Bases of Behavior
B.1.1. Structure and function of the nervous
system in human and non-human animals.
Students are able to (performance
standards):
B.1.1.1. Identify the major divisions and
subdivisions of the human nervous system.
B.1.1.2. Identify the parts of the neuron and
describe the basic process of neural
transmission.
B.1.1.3. Differentiate between the structures
and functions of the various parts of the
central nervous system.
B.1.1.4. Describe lateralization of brain
functions.
B.1.1.5. Discuss the mechanisms of, and the
importance of, plasticity of the nervous
system.
B.1.2. Structure and fu
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nction of the endocrine system. Students are
able to (performance standards):
B.1.2.1. Describe how the endocrine glands
are linked to the nervous system.
B.1.2.2. Describe the effects of hormones on
behavior and mental processes.
B.1.2.3. Describe hormone effects on the
immune system.
B.1.3. The interaction between biological
factors and experience. Students are able to
(performance standards):
B.1.3.1. Describe concepts in genetic
transmission.
B.1.4. Methods and issues related to
biological advances. Students are able to
(performance standards):
B.1.4.1. Identify tools used to study the
nervous system.
B.1.4.2. Describe advances made in
neuroscience.
PA.CC.8.5.6-8. Reading Informational Text:
Students read, understand, and respond to
informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
CC.8.5.6-8.B. Determine the central ideas or
information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowledge or
opinions.

Social Studies -
Psychology - Unit
#3

Unit #3 - Social Studies - Psychology-
Abnormal Behavior

Psychological Disorders as classified by
DSM - V

What does abnormal behavior look like?
What are the four criterion that classify
behavior as being abnormal in psychology?
How can we apply the four criteria to actual
behavior? What are the common types of
anxiety disorders? What are the symptoms
of the different anxieity disorders? HOw are
anxiety disorders

IV.4.1. Perspectives on abnormal behavior.
Students are able to (performance
standards):
IV.4.1.1. Define psychologically abnormal
behavior.
IV.4.1.2. Describe historical and
cross-cultural views of abnormality.
IV.4.1.3. Describe major models of
abnormality.
IV.4.1.4. Discuss how stigma relates to
abnormal behavior.
IV.4.2. Categories of psychological
disorders. Students are able to (performance
standards):
IV.
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treated? What are the facts and similarities
of anxiety disorders What are the common
phobias and your tendencies towards OCD
like behaviors? What are the different types
of mood disorders and the causes of these
disorders? What are the three main causes
and symptoms of depression? What are the
differences between the manic phase and the
depressive phase of bipolar disorder? What
are the symptoms and characteristics of
dissociative identity disorder? Is identity
disorder a real, legitimate disorder or just a
media driven event? What are the
differences, types and symptoms of
schizophrenia?  What are the common
treatments for schizophrenia? How do
biological and psychological factors interact
to produce schizophrenia? HOw would you
describe the different types of personality
disorders?   

4.2.1. Describe the classification of
psychological disorders.
IV.4.2.2. Discuss the challenges associated
with diagnosis.
IV.4.2.3. Describe symptoms and causes of
major categories of psychological disorders
(including schizophrenic, mood, anxiety,
and personality disorders).
IV.4.2.4. Evaluate how different factors
influence an individualâ��s experience of
psychological disorders.

Social Studies -
Psychology - Unit
#4

Physical, Cognitive, Social, Emotional and
Moral Development of Children

Physical, Cognitive, Social, Emotional,
Language, and Moral Development of
Children

What are the different stages of prenatal
development? How does an infant develop
physically over the first five years of life?
Cite the critical periods of change in
physical development. What are the complex
structures found in the early development of
infants? Waht are Piaget's cognitive stages
of early childhood development? What is the
difference between discipline and
punishment? What are the advantages and
disadvantages of spanking and timeout?
What are Erikson's eight stages of social
development? Describe the different
parenting styles and the types of children
they produce? How is morality developed in
children? How would you handle different
moral dilemmas? What stage of morality
applies to different real life situations we
encounter?

CC.8.5.11-12.A. Cite specific textual
evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, connecting insights
gained from specific details to an
understanding of the text as a whole.
CC.8.5.6-8.B. Determine the central ideas or
information of a primary or secondary
source; provide an accurate summary of the
source distinct from prior knowledge or
opinions.

Social Studies -
Psychology - Unit
#5

Sleep, Dreaming, Hypnosis and Meditation Altered states of consciousness including
sleep, dreaming, hypnosis and meditation

What are the different stages of
consciousness? Waht are the reasons why
we sleep a

PA.CC.8.5.6-8. Reading Informational Text:
Students read, understand, and respond to in
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nd why we are sleep deprived? What are the
four stages of sleep and the nature of REM
sleep? Explain the four modern approaches
to dreaming? Describe the six most common
sleep disorders? What is consciousness and
the different body rhythms we experience?
What are the differences between hypnosis
and meditation? HOw can meditation be
used effectively? Can you prove that
hypnosis legitimately works?

formational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.6-8.D. Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they are used in a text,
including vocabulary specific to domains
related to history/social studies.
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.

Social Studies -
Psychology - Unit
#6

How do we encode, store and retrieve *Encoding *Long and Short Term Memory
*Retrieval

*What strategies can be used to strengthen
memory? *How do people encode
information? *What structures and functions
of the brain are involved in long-term
memory? *What structures and functions of
the brain are involved in short-term
memory? *Why do people remember things
and falsify things? *Why do people forget?

Social Studies -
Psychology - Unit
#7

Unit 7 Sensation and Perception 1. Capabilities and limitations of sensory
processes 2. Explain the concepts of
threshold, adaptation, and consistency 3. The
Visual System 4. Hearing 5. Other Senses

*What are the basic principles of senstation?
*HOw do structures and receptor cells in the
eye work together to detect light waves?
*How do the trichromatic and opponent
process theory explain color vision?
*Describe the structures of the eye and the
ear and how they detect sound waves and
light waves? *HOw do receptor cells in the
nose, tongue, and skin allow us to sense
smells, tastes and touch?  *Hoiw can we
apply Gestalt principles to example of visual
perception? *Explain why we can see in
three dimensions? *HOw do perceptual sets
determine how we interpret sensations?
*How do the principles of perception
explain visual illusions?

Social Studies -
Psychology - Unit
#8

Unit 8 Psychology- Motivation-Emotion Motivational Concepts  Hunger Motivation 
Sexual Motivation  Social Motivation,
Affiliation Needs

Do humans have instincts?? why or why not 
HOw do drives and incentives motivate
behavior?  What factors contribute to
arousal?  Are some needs and drives more
basic than others?  How does our body
communicate and cope with hunger?  How
does hunger affect our behavior?  What are
the benefits of belonging?  What are the
effects of being left out?  How does social
networking and connection affect behavior?

IV.1. Motivation
IV.1.1. Perspectives on motivation. Students
are able to (performance standards):
IV.1.1.1. Explain biologically based theories
of motivation.
IV.1.1.2. Explain cognitively based theories
of motivation.
IV.1.1.3. Explain humanistic theories of
motivation.
IV.1.
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1.4. Explain the role of culture in human
motivation.
IV.1.2. Domains of motivated behavior in
humans and non-human animals. Students
are able to (performance standards):
IV.1.2.1. Discuss eating behavior.
IV.1.2.2. Discuss sexual behavior and
orientation.
IV.1.2.3. Discuss achievement motivation.
IV.1.2.4. Discuss other ways in which
humans and non-human animals are
motivated.

Social Studies -
Psychology - Unit
#9

Unit 9 - Psychology - Memory C.1. Memory
C.1.1. Encoding of memory. Students are
able to (performance standards):
C.1.1.1. Identify factors that influence
encoding.
C.1.1.2. Characterize the difference between
shallow (surface) and deep (elaborate)
processing.
C.1.1.3. Discuss strategies for improving the
encoding of memory.
C.1.2. Storage of memory. Students are able
to (performance standards):
C.1.2.1. Describe the differences between
working memory and long-term memory.
C.1.2.3. Discuss types of memory and
memory disorders (e.g., amnesias,
dementias).
C.1.2.4. Discuss strategies for improving the
storage of memories.
C.1.3. Retrieval of memory. Students are
able to (performance standards):
C.1.3.1. Analyze the importance of retrieval
cues in memory.
C.1.3.2. Explain the role that interference
plays in retrieval.
C.1.3.3. Discuss the factors influencing how
memories are retrieved.
C.1.3.4. Explain how memories can be
malleable.
C.1.3.5. Discuss strategies for improving the
retrieval of memories.

Social Studies -
Sociology - Unit
#1

Unit 1 Culture and Social Structure *HOw does society shape human behavior
and beliefs? *Why do people study
sociology? Why are culture and soci

*What is sociology? What are the social
sciences? What is a sociological
imagination? *How did sociology
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ety a big part of the discipline of sociology? develop? What are the three main theoretical
perspectives of sociology? *What is culture?
What is material and non-material culture?
What are the components of culture? *What
are cultural universals? What is
ethnocentrism? Why do cultures vary?
*What are the basic values that form the
foundation of American culture? HOw are
norms enforced? What are the main sources
of social change? *What are the two major
components of social structure? What are the
most common types of social interaction?
*What type of societies exist in the world
today? What the major features of primary
and secondary groups? Explain how
bureaucracies are structured?  

Social Studies -
Sociology - Unit
#2

Unit 2 - Crime and Deviance *Deviance and Social Control *Why might
people decide to break a society's rules?

*What are the nature and social function of
deviance? *What theories have been
proposed to explain why people are deviant?
What are the main types of crime in the
United States? What are the strengths and
weaknesses of the American criminal justice
system?

Social Studies -
Sociology - Unit
#3

Unit 3 - Individual in Society

Social Studies -
Sociology - Unit
#4

Unit #4 - Social Studies- Sociology Social
Insituitions

The Family in Cross-Cultural Perspective 
The American Family  The Sociology of
Education  The Sociology of Religion  Mass
Media in Social institution

What norms influence marriage patterns
around the world?  What are the basic
societal needs that family provides?  How do
American families begin and what
disruptions might they face?  What are the
trends in American family life examined by
sociologists?  How do the views of
sociology affect education?  What are the
current issues in American education?  What
basic societal needs does religion serve? 
What are the distinctive features of religion
in American society?

Social Studies -
Sociology - Unit
#5

Unit #5 Sociology - The Changing Social
World

Population and Urbanization  Social Change
and Modernization

What factors affect the size and structure of
population?  How do sociologists explain
population change?  What programs have
been created to control population growth? 
Explain how cities evolved a
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nd why urbanization is such a recent event. 
Identify models proposed to explain
structues of cities.  What are the positive and
negative effects of modernization on social
life and the environment?


