
Scope and Sequence Report

District: Susquenita School District, School: Susquenita High School, Year: 2019-2020, Grade Level: 10, Subject: Social Studies,

Unit Name Start/End Unit Description / Overview Stage 1: Desired Results:
Understandings: (Big Ideas)

Stage 1: Desired Results: Essential
Questions

Standards

Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #1

Unit 1 Colonial America 1.  The development of the America into
distinct, political, economic, social and
religious regions was largely a direct result
of the religious, economic, military, social
and political turmoil occurring in Europe
during the 15th-18th century. 2.  How did
the Americas transform from numerous
Indian societies into a collection of Spanish,
French and British settlements that
developed distinct social, political, religious
and economic institutions based on their
New World geography and immigrant
population.

What is the popular belief of how teh
Americas became populated? What were the
main economic, social and political
differences between the Indian societies in
the Americas? How did Indian societies of
North American and South America differ
from European societies at the time the two
came into contact? In what ways did Indians
take a world view different from that of
Europeans? What were the social, economic
and political responses of the British,
Spanish and French to the Indians of North
America prior to 1750? Why did Europeans
desire to look beyond Europe? What effect
did Prince Henry the Navigator have during
the Age of Exploration? What events
allowed Spain to become a leader in
exploration? What made it possible for the
Europeans to conquer America? What did
the Old World and New World exchange?
Who benefited the most from the Columbian
exchange? How was it possible for
Columbus, Cortes and Pizarro able to
conquer much larger native societies? What
did the England and the English settlers
desire in the New World? How did the
Protestant Reformation influence colonial
immigration? What factors led teo colonial
immigration to North America? How did the
geographic differences in the New World
effect colonization and society? Where were
the French, English and Spanish
colonizations in the New World? What were
the three types of colonies in the New
World? How did Spanish successes in the

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.2.U.D.1. Ethnicity and race
8.2.U.D.2. Working conditions
8.2.U.D.3. Immigration
8.2.U.D.5. Economic stability
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.

https://pa.edoctrina.org/v2/reports/unit-report.html?unitId=33711&reportFormat=pdf&reportOrientation=portrait&outputDestination=S3&fontSize=&fontFamily=&discussionComments=1
https://pa.edoctrina.org/v2/reports/unit-report.html?unitId=33711&reportFormat=pdf&reportOrientation=portrait&outputDestination=S3&fontSize=&fontFamily=&discussionComments=1
https://pa.edoctrina.org/v2/reports/unit-report.html?unitId=33711&reportFormat=pdf&reportOrientation=portrait&outputDestination=S3&fontSize=&fontFamily=&discussionComments=1


New World influence English colonial
efforts? Was the development of African
slavery in North American colonies
inevitable? How did the reliance on
plantation agriculture affect the souther
colonies? What were the successes and
failures of early English colonies in teh
South and the Chesapeake? What was life
like on the 17th century sea voyage to the
New World? What were comparisons
between Virginia and Mayland colonial life?
How did the economics of the South and
indentured servitude lead to the firm
establishment of slavery in North America?
Did the Puritans really come to America for
religious freedom? How would you
characterize the Puritan way of life? What
was the importance of the Mayflower
Compact? Would you consider the MA Bay
Colony and America today a "city upon a
hill?" How was the MA Bay Colony like a
quasi-theocracy? What were the causes and
consequences of teeh MA Bay Colony
religious dissenters? What was the role of
women in colonial New England? What was
the importance of Rhode Island in New
England? Were the Puritans Puritanical?
What were the causes and effects of the
Salem Witchcraft Trials? What were the
causes and effect of King Philip's War and
the Pequot War? How would you compare
Indian relations in New England and those
in the MIddle and Southern colonies? What
were the causes and effects of Bacon's
rebellion? What were the causes and effects
of the Stono Rebellion? Why did the English
practice salutary neglect before 1660 and
then became more involved in colonial
affairs after 1660? How did the Navigation
Acts benefit England? What was the cause
and effect of the Dominion of New
England? What were the major products,
imports and exports of each colonial region?
How did democracy evolve in the American
colonies? How ere colonies similar and
different regarding their governments? What
were the causes and effects of the Second
Great Awakening? What were the causes
and effects of the American Enlightenment?
Did the Great Awakening or the Enligh



tenment have a greater impact on American
society? To what degree was a unique
"American nationality developing in 18th
century America? How were American
regions different concerning religion? How
did the number and types of immigrants
affect religion in America? How will you
identify, explain, analyze and evaluate the
political, social, religious and economic
colonial developings from 1607-1763?

Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #10

Unit 10 Progressive Era and World War One Explain, analyze, and evaluate the political,
social and economic aspects of the
Progressive Era and World War One.

Why did the progressives believed that
strong government action was the only way
to tackle the social and economic problems
of industrialization?  How did this approach
differ from traditional American emphasis
on voluntary solutions to social problems? 
Why were women so critical to the
successes of the progressive movement? 
Were there any weaknesses in their ideas
and approaches to social reform?  Why was
Roosevelt such a popular progressive
leader?  To what extent was progressivism
really a "middle class" reform effort that did
not really reflect the interests or concerns of
the poor and working clases it claimed to
benefit?  How did some of the progressive
concern for conservation and environment
reflect the perspectives of more affluent
Americans?  Did the progressive movement
make any long lasting contributions to
American society?  Were Wilson's
progressive legislative achievements in his
first term consistent with his New Freedom
campaign?  Why or why not?  How was
Wilson's progressive presidency similar to
Theodore Roosevelt's, and how was it
different?  Why did Wilson fail in his
attempt to develop a more "moral," less
imperialistic policy in Latin America?  Were
Wilson's involvements in Latin America
really an attempt to create a new mutual
relationship between the United States and
the neighboring republics, or was it just an
alternative form of American domination? 
Was the United States genuinely neutral dur

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.
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ing the first years of World War I, or was it
biased in favor of the Allies and against
Germany?  Ws it possible for the U.S. to
remain neutral during World War I?  What
were ideological results of Wilson's
proclamation of World War I was a "war to
end all wars" and "a war to make the world
safe for democracy?"  Was it necessary to
suppress dissent in order to win the war? 
Was the Treaty of Versailles a violation of
Wilson's high wartime ideals of the best that
could have been achieved under the
circumstances?  What was the fundamental
reason America failed to join the League of
Nations?

Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #11

Unit 11 Interwar Years Between World War One and World War
Two, American experienced the highs and
lows of the Roaring 20's and the Great
Depression that saw the most prosperous
America, the poorest America and an
American controlled by a larger central
govenrment under a welfare system.

How did the Roaring 1920's represent a
decade of conflict, confusion, change,
excitement and experiment?  Why did the
United States suddenly become so fearful of
immigration in the 1920's that it virtually
ended mass immigration for two decades? 
What were the divisions between the
modernists with an emphasis on science and
the fundamentalists  on religion?  How did
the rise of "mass culture" shape America? 
What was the impact of the Harlem
Renaissance and the Lost Generation in
American society?  In what ways were the
1920's a reaction against the Progressive
Era?  Was the American isolationism of the
1920's linked to the rise of the
anti-immigration and KKK movements?  To
what extent did the policies of the booming
1920's contribute to the Great Depression? 
Was the Great Depression inevitable, or
could it have been avoided?  How did the
Great Depression challenge the traditional
belief of Hoover and other Americans in
"rugged individualism"?  How did the
politics of the 1920's resemble the
laissez-faire politics of the Gilded Age? 
Which of Roosevelt's measures were most
effective in fighting the depression?  How
did Roosevelt alter the role of the federal
government in American life?

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.
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How did ordinary workers and farmers
effect social change in the 1930's?  What
were the positive and negative effects of the
New Deal's use of the federal government as
an agency of social change?

Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #12

Unit 12 World War II Identify, analyze and evaluate the worldly
repercussions on international relations,
types of government and domestic economy
that resulted from World War II.

Why did the neutrality laws fail to prevent
American's growing involvement with the
military conflicts in Europe and Asia?  How
did the process of American entry into
World War II compare with the entry into
World War I?  Would it have been more
straightforward of FDR to have openly
called for a declaration of war against Hitler
rather than increasing involvement gradually
while claiming that he did not want war? 
Would the United States have entered World
War II even if the Japanese had not attacked
Pearl Harbor?  How did America's domestic
response to World War II differ from its
reaction to World War i?  What was the
wisest strategic decision in World War II,
and what was the most questionable?  How
were the European and Pacific wars similar
and different?  What was the significance of
the dropping of the atomic bomb then and
now?

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.

Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #13

Unit 13 1950's, Civil Rights and Cold War Identify, explain, analyze and evaluate the
continuity and change the Cold War,
economic prosperity and the Civil Rights
Movement of post-war America.

Which development caused the greatest
change in American society in the
immediate postwar years: increase affluence,
the migration to the suburbs, the entry of
women into the workforce, or the "baby
boom?"  Was the 1950's a time of American
triumph abroad and affluence at home, or
war it a period that actually suppressed
many problems of race, women's roles, and
cultural conformity?  Was there a connection
between the rise of pop culture figures Elvis
Presley and Marilyn Monroe and the
changes in art and

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among gro
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writing?  Was the primary threat from the
Soviet Union military or ideological-that is,
was the danger that the Soviet army would
invade Western Europe or that more and
more people in Europe and elsewhere would
be attracted to communist ideas?  Were there
any legitimate concerns behind the
"red-hunting" anti-communism of the late
1940's and early 1950's?  How were
McCarthy and others able to turn the search
for spies and subversives into an assult on
freethinkers, adulterers, homosexuals, and
others deemed "different" in some way? 
Was Truman right to fire MacArthur when
an how he did?  What would have happened
if MacArthur had gotten his way and
expanded the conflict with the Chinese? 
How does Eisenhower's political leadership
compare with that of other
general-presidents: Washington, Jackson,
Taylor and Grant?  Was Eisenhower's
seeming caution and inactivity a lack of
vigorous leadership or a wise prudence in
the exercise of power?  Which writers and
artists best expressed the concerns of
American culture in the 1950's?  What
caused the shift from realism in literature to
a more fantasized and pyschedelic prose
during the 1950's characterized by the
Beatnik generation?

ups and organizations have influenced the
growth and development of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.

Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #14

Unit 14 1960's and 1970's Identify, explain, analyze and evaluate the
cultural, domestic and foreign events that
characterizes the stormy sixties and
stalemated seventies.

Did Kennedy fulfill his promise to "get
America moving again"?  Was the
nonviolent civil rights movement of the
1960's a success?  Can it be argued that the
violent protests of the civil rights movement
were more successful than the nonviolent
protests?  Were the cultural upheavals of the
1960's a result of the political crisis, or were
developments like the sexual revolution and
the student revolts inevitable results of
affluence and the "baby boom"?  What were
the causes of the Vietnam War?  Was
America justified going i

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among gro
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nto Vietnam?  What if the Communist
countries invaded a country to contain the
spread of Democracy, would this be
justified?  Could any of Nixon's
achievements in office compensate for this
Watergate crimes?  What should history say
about Nixon's presidency?  What were the
short term and long term consequences of
the communists victory in Vietnam?  How
was the civil rights movement affected by
federal policies in the 1970's especially
affirmative action?  What were the
consequences of America's new economic
vulnerability?  How did it affect politics at
home and abroad during the 1970's?

ups and organizations have influenced the
growth and development of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.

Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #15

Unit 15 1980's to Present Identify, explain, analyze and evaluate how
the United States escaped from the trouble
economic, social, cultural and international
decline from the 1980's to present day.

To what extent was the election of Reagan
an endorsement of his conservative
ideology, and to what extent was it a
repudiation of the perceived failures of
federal government policies in the
stalemated 1970's?  What was the real cause
to the end of the Cold War?  Did America
win the Cold War, or did the Soviets lose the
Cold War - is there a difference?  How did
the "Moral Majority" in the 1980's compare
to that of the "Beats" of the 1950's and the
"Hippies" of the 1960's and 1970's?  How
should history view the presidency of
Ronald Reagan?  In what ways might the
1980's and 1990's be compared with the
1920's in economic, social and foreign
policies?  Did the economic boom of each
period represent a genuine revival of
American innovation, or was it
fundamentally marred by the growing gap
between rich and poor?  Was the use of
American military power in the Persian Gulf
War and the Balkans a model for how
American power could be effectively
brought to bear, or did it demonstrate limits
of even the sole superpower's ability to
resolve regional conflicts?  What is likely to
be the enduring le

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.
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gacy of Bill Clinton in American politics? 
What were the successes and failures of
American foreign policy in the post-Cold
War era?  How did American foreign policy
at the beginning of the 20th century compare
to that of the beginning of the 21st century? 
What similarities are there to spread of
communism during the post World War II
era to the spread of democracy in the post
Cold War era?  How successful was
America in punishing the attackers of 9/11? 
Was America's "war on terror" a success of
failure?  What is likely to be the enduring
legacy of George W. Bush in American
politics?

Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #2

Unit 2 Revolutionary America 1.  The road to the American Revolution was
predicated primarily on political and
economic agitation that culminated in a
military conflict that witnessed the drawing
of a fledgling republic.  2.  How did political
and economic agitations between England
and the colonies culminate in a military
conflict that witnessed the drawing of a
fledgling republic.

To what extent did English colonists identify
themselves as "Americans?"  How did
imperial competition and the increasing,
political, economic and cultural exchanges
with the Atlantic World impact the
development of colonial societies in North
America?  How did the continuing imperial
struggle for control over North America
result in a British victory over the French
engender new conflicts among American
Indians, the British government and the
North American colonies in the culminating
war for independence?  How did the
treatment of Americans by British officers
and military during the war contribute to
simmering resentment against the "mother
country?"  How important was William Pitt's
leadership in winning the Seven Year's War?
From Britain's perspective, were stationing
soldiers in the New World permanently and
issuing the Proclamation of 1763 good
colonial policies?  Should the French and
Indian War be considered one of the major
causes of the American Revolution?  What
were the benefits and deficiencies of
mercantilism for Great Britain and the
colonies?  Is the system of mercantilism
sustainable or will colonies inevitably
revolt?  Was the American Revolution
inevitable?  Were all the American grie

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.
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vances really justified, or were the British
actually being more reasonable than most
Americans have traditionally believed? 
What was the Revolutionary movement at its
core really all about?  The amount of
taxation?  The right of Parliament to tax? 
The political corruption of Britain and the
virtue of America?  The right of the king to
govern the colonies?  In 1775, what side
would a neutral observer have expected to
win - Britain or the colonies?  Was the
Revolution truly a radical overturning of
government and society or something far
more limited or even "conservative" in its
defense of traditional rights?  What was
radical and new in the Declaration of
Independence, and what was old and
traditional?  Was military strategy or politics
the key to American victory in the war? 
How did the two coincide?  If the "Model
Treaty" that John Adams authored had been
the basis for the American alliance with
France, would the results of the Revolution
have been the same?  Did the Loyalists
deserve to be persecuted and driven out of
the country?  What difference does it make
to understand the Revolution as a civil war
between Americans as well as a war against 
the British?  How important were diplomatic
relations between European nations in
determining the success of the American
Revolution?  How significant a role did the
French play in securing American
independence?

Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #3

Unit 3 Constitutional America The United States was a fledgling republic
that transformed from a loose association of
states to a firm compact under the
Constitution that adapted to new
Presidencies and political genres.

How did the Articles of Confederation
reflect the times during which it was written
and implemented?  What were the basic
elements of the first governing document of
the United States?  Why did the newly
independent Americans choose these
elements?  What previous experiences help
explain their choices?  What strengths and
weaknesses were revealed in the successes
and failures o

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.2.U.D.
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f the new American nation as governed by
this Articles of Confederation?  Which of
the social changes brought about by the
Revolution was the most significant?  Could
the Revolution have gone further toward the
principle that "all men are create equal" by
ending slavery or granting women's rights? 
Was the United States in a crisis under the
Articles of Confederation, or was the "crisis"
exaggerated by the Federalists to justify their
movement?  Could the United States have
survived if the Articles had stayed in effect? 
What successes did the Articles of
Confederation achieve?  Was the
Constitutional Convention a second
American Revolution?  In what ways can the
writing of the Constitution be considered
counter-revolutionary?  Do you agree with
this interpretation of the Constitution?  What
specific domestic and foreign policy events
and trends led many Americans to conclude
that a new form of government was needed? 
Who were the founding fathers?  How did
their backgrounds and life experiences
influence the type of document they wrote? 
What are the essential features of the
Constitution?  What do these features tell us
about who the founders viewed human
nature?  What evidence of the differences
between the Articles of Confederation and
the Constitution can be seen in the politics of
the early years of the implementation of the
Constitution?  What two views of
philosophies about interpreting the
Constitution emerged after 1789?  How did
these two Constitution philosophies help
shape the two political parties that developed
in the 1790's?  Can you see evidence of the
same two political philosophies in party
politics today?  Why was the United States
so uniformly held in contempt by European
governments after the Revolution?  Should
the Founding Fathers' general elitism and
indifference to the rights of people, women,
African Americans, and Indians be held
against them?  Or should they be viewed
with more understanding in their historical
contex

Evaluate how conflict and cooperation
among groups and organizations in
Pennsylvania have influenced the growth
and development of the U.S.
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.



t?  What was really at stake in the debate
between Federalists and Anti-Federalists? 
Did the Federalists win primarily because of
their superior political skills or because they
had a clearer view of the meaning of the
Revolution and the future of the United
States?  Did the Bill of Rights satisfy the
Anti-Federalists the Anti-Federalists
concerns?  Was individual liberty and state
sovereignty protected by the new
amendments?  Why did Hamilton move to
rapidly to create large financial
commitments by the federal government? 
How sympathetic should Revolutionary
Americans have been to the kin-killing
French Revolution?  Why were political
parties viewed as so dangerous by the
Founding Fathers?  Why did parties come
into being at all, and why did they come to
be accepted as legitimate ways to express
political disagrement?  How wise was
Washington's insistence on neutrality?  What
role did domestic politics and economic
realities play in establishing an American
foreign policy?

Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #4

Unit 4 Jeffersonian America Identify, analyze and evaluate how the
Revolution of 1800 led to the political
factions, Jeffersonian America, and to the
outbreak of the War of 1812 that culminated
into a time period labeled the Era of Good
Feelings.  How did the Revolution of 1800,
foreign conflicts, the War of 1812 and the
Era of Good Feelings lead to conflict,
cooperation, change and continuity from
1800 to 1824.

How did the new Republic struggle to define
and extend democratic ideals in the face of
rapid economic, territorial and demographic
changes between 1800 and 1824?  Analyze
the reasons for and against the ways in
which American society reacted to
Jeffersonian democracy's increased
emphasis on the common man?  How did
U.S. interest in creasing foreign trade,
expanding natural borders and isolating
itself from European conflicts shape foreign
policy and spur a myriad of government and
private institutions?  In what sense, if any, is
the idea of a "Revolution of 1800" justified? 
Why was Jefferson willing to fight for the
freedom of sea versus the pasha of Tripoli
but not against Britain?  Did Jefferson make
a mistake in fighting for freedom in only of
these instances?  How did Jefferson's
Louisiana Purchase transform America's
understanding of itse

8.1.U. Historical Analysis and Skills
Development
8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.2.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
in Pennsylvania have influenced the growth
and development of the U.S.
8.2.U.A. Evaluate the role group
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lf and its future?  How does the period
1800-1812 look if viewed through American
Indian eyes?  Was there any merit at all in
Jefferson's embargo policy?  Could some
other policy have succeeded?  How did the
War of 1812 impact American foreign
policy, politics, economy and society?  Was
Madison's ill-prepared stumble into war any
better than the embargo, or was the United
States simply stuck in an impossible position
between Britain and France?  Was American
controlling its own destiny in the first
decade and a half of the 19th century or was
it reacting to the destinies of foreign nations
and their leaders?  Is it valid to call the War
of 1812 "America's worst-fought war"?  Did
the United States "win" the peace agreement
settled in the Treaty of Ghent?  To what
extent was the War of 1812 truly a Second
War for Independence?  What was
significant about the strong spirit of
nationalism that appeared in American from
1815 to 1824?  Did the Missouri
Compromise effectively deal with teh
sectional conflict over slavery or merely
shove it out of view?  Was the Monroe
Doctrine a valuable assertion of the
principles of liberty and self-determination
in the Americas against pote

s and individuals from Pennsylvania played
in the social, political, cultural, and
economic development of the U.S.
8.2.U.B. Evaluate the importance of various
historical documents, artifacts, and places in
Pennsylvania which are critical to U.S.
8.2.U.C. Evaluate continuity and change in
Pennsylvania are interrelated to the U.S.
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.

Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #5

Unit 5 Jacksonian America Explain, analyze synthesize and evaluate the
conflict, cooperation, change and continuity
that erupts in the forms of minority relations,
dominant presidents, economic and social
issues during Jacksonian America.

How did Jacksonian America exhibit high
levels of social, political and economic
upheaval that revolved around Jackson's
personality, Manifest Destiny, antebellum
reformers, sectional crisis, the market
revolution and minority conflicts?  What
were the advantages and disadvantages of
the new politics of mass democracy?  Were
such things as teh spoils system, party
machines, and hoopla-driven campaigns
inevitable accompaniments of popular
democracy, or could "the people" have been
mobilized by a more open and less partisan
system?  Did John Quincy Adams cold
personality make him a less competen

8.1.U. Historical Analysis and Skills
Development
8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among gro
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t president than the popular hero Andrew
Jackson?  Why did Americans come to
expect their presidents to be charismatic
"men of the people" as well as skilled
political leaders or administration?  Which
side fared better as a result of the
nullification crisis: the national government
(and federal supremacy) or South Carolina
(states' rights)?  How dramatically did
President Jackson change the balance of
power between the three branches of
government?  How would the following
Founding Fathers assess Andrew Jackson's
presidency: George Washington, Alexander
Hamilton, and Thomas Jefferson?  How was
Jackson able to make the "Bank War" such
as effective symbol of democracy and of his
presidency?  Why were his opponents, like
Clay and Biddle, unable to counter his
appeals, even when their arguments
appeared to have economics and stability on
their side?  What were the causes and
consequences of the Texas Revolt?  Why did
Texas remain for a time an independent
nation rather than become a state of the
Union?  How did the image of th frontier
compare with a reality of pioneer life?  what
were the pull factors that attracted the Irish
and Germans to the United States?  Why
was the United States more appealing than
other locations for European immigrants
during this time?  Why as transportation
(particularly canals and railroads) so
important in the early stages of
industrialization?  Would industrialization
have occurred more quickly if the federal
government had been unimpeded in offering
financial assistance to transportation
projects?  Which technological innovation
was most important for early 19th century
economic development?  How do the life of
factory workers in the mid 19th century
compare to the life of slaves in the South? 
What effects did the movement from
subsistence to a market economy have on
American society, including farmers,
laborers, and women?  What were
advantages and disadvantages of the
change?  To what degrees was American
industria

ups and organizations have influenced the
growth and development of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.



lization made possible by foreign
contributions, such as immigration and
"stolen" mill plans?  How did the "log-cabin
and hard-cider" campaign of 1840
demonstrate the nature of the two-party
system in the New Democracy?  What
particular qualities did Evangelical religion
give to the arly American culture?  How did
the Second Great Awakening help American
society move towards reform movements? 
How important is a free public education to
a republic?  Do you agree that public
education was "an insurance premium that
the wealthy paid for stability and
democracy'?  Were the "cult of domesticity"
and the rise of the child-centered family
signs of an improvement or a restriction on
women's status and condition?  Why did
American produce so many reform and
utopian movements and what did they
contribute to American culture?  What made
women such prominent leaders in the
religious and reform movements?  How did
the women's rights movement compare with
the other movements of the period?



Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #6

Unit 6 Antebellum America Explain, analyze, synthesize and evaluate
the economic, social and political impact of
westward expansion and sectional issues in
Antebellum America.

How did slavery affect whites (those who
owned slaves and those who did not)?  How
did blacks respond to the condition of
slavery?  Why did the South move from
viewing slavery as a "necessary evil" to
proclaiming it a "positive good"?  How
effective were the abolitionists in achieve
their goals?  Was Britain being hypocritical
by freeing their slaves in the West Indies
while openly importing cotton from the
slave-owning South?  Were basic freedoms
jeopardized or forfeited with regards to
Congressional action about teh questio of
slavery?  Was American expansion across
North American an "inevitable"
development?  How was the idea of
Manifest Destiny used to just

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.2.U.A. Evaluate the role groups and
individuals from Pennsylvania played in the
social, political, cultural, and economic
development of the U.S.
8.2.U.B. Evaluate the importance of various
historical documents, artifacts, and places in
Pennsylvania which are critical to U.S.
8.2.U.C. Evaluate continuity and change in
Pennsylvania are interrelated to the U.S.
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among gro
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ify expansionism?  Why was the Texas
annexation so controversial?  What would
have happened if Texas remained an
independent nation?  How did rivalry with
Britain affect the American decision to
annex Texas, the Oregon dispute, and lesser
controversies of the period?  What caused
the Mexican War?  Did Polk provoke the
Texas-boundary conflict in order to gain
California or expand slavery, as war
opponents like Lincoln charged?  What were
the benefits and costs of the Mexican War
both immediately and in the longer run of
American History?  Was the Compromise of
1850 a wise effort to balance sectional
differences or a futile attempt to push the
slavery issues out of sight?  Could a better
compromise have been met if California had
not skipped the regular territorial phase? 
Why did the North so strongly resent the
Fugitive Slave Law, and why did the South
resent northern resistance to enforcing it?  Is
there a significant difference in the
leadership of Old Guard senators such as
clay, Webster, and Calhoun when compared
to the Young Guard of Douglas and Seward?
Did the North, South and West benefit most
from the Compromise of 1850?  why was
the issue of acquiring Cuba so controversial
in the 1850's?  Would the sectional conflict
have been reheated had Douglas not pushed
through the Kansas-Nebraska Act?  Why of
Why not?  How did each of the major crisis
events in the 1850's contribute to the advent
of the Civil War?  How could a fanatical and
violent man like John Brown come to be
regarded as a hero by millions of
northerners?  Why did Douglas's "popular
sovereignty" approach to the slavery
question prove to be unworkable in Kansas
and elsewhere?  What did the Supreme
Court decide in the Dred Scott case?  Did
the court do too much in its ruling or wsa it
within its traditional Constitutional
boundaries?  What effect did the decision
have in the territories, in the North and in the
South?  Why was sectional compromise
impossible in 1860, when such c

ups and organizations have influenced the
growth and development of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.



ompromises had previously worked in 1820
and 1850?  Since Lincoln had guaranteed to
protect slavery in the states where it existed,
why did the seven southern states secede as
soon as he was elected?

Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #7

Unit 7 Civil War and Reconstruction The inferno of the Civil War concluded with
the trouble of unifying the country
economically, socially and politically.

How justified were Lincoln's wartime
abridgements of civil liberties and his
treatment of the Copperheads?  What were
the advantages adn disadvantages of the
South and the North during the Civil War? 
To what degree did Britain get involved in
the American Civil War?  How did the
American Civil War reshape the Americas? 
How was the impact of the Civil War
different for the soldiers and civilians of the
North and the South?  Did the results of teh
Civil War justify its cost?  What made
Lincoln a great president?  Was it primarily
his political leadership, or his personal
qualities and character?  Why did the North
win the Civil War?  How might the South
have won the Civil War?  How would you
rank the following battles in order of
importance? (Antietam, Gettysburg and
Vicksburg)  Should the Civil War be seen
primarily as a war to save the Union or as a
war to free the slaves?  How did the war
itself reflect and affect American attitudes
toward race?  What impact did Lincoln's
Emancipation Proclamation have on the war
and society?  How does the popular image of
the Civil War compare with the historical
reality?  Could Presidential Reconstruction
have succeeded if politically skilled
Abraham Lincoln instead of politically inept
Andrew Johnson had been president?  How
truly "radical" was "radical Reconstruction?"
How did both Southern and Northern racial
attitudes shape Reconstruction, and what
effect did Reconstruction have on race
relations and the conditions of blacks?  Did
Reconstruction really address the problems
of race?  Was Reconstruction a noble
experiment that failed, a vengefu

8.1.U. Historical Analysis and Skills
Development
8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.2.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
in Pennsylvania have influenced the growth
and development of the U.S.
8.2.U.A. Evaluate the role groups and
individuals from Pennsylvania played in the
social, political, cultural, and economic
development of the U.S.
8.2.U.B. Evaluate the importance of various
historical documents, artifacts, and places in
Pennsylvania which are critical to U.S.
8.2.U.C. Evaluate continuity and change in
Pennsylvania are interrelated to the U.S.
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.
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l Northern punishment of the South, a weak
effort that did not go far enough, or the best
that could have been expected under the
circumstances?  What as been the historical
legacy of Reconstruction?

Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #8

Unit 8 Gilded Age Explain, analyze and evaluate the social,
economic and political events of the Gilded
Age.

Why did politics in the Gilded Age
seemingly sink to such a low level?  Did the
Gilded Age party system have any strengths
to compensate for its weaknesses?  Was the
Compromise of 1877 another cynical
political deal of the era or a wise adjustment
to avoid a renewal of serious sectional
conflict?  Why was the political system so
slow to respond to the economic grievances
of farmers and workers, especially during
teh hard economic times of the 1890's? 
Were the Populists and others more
effectively addressing the real problems that
America faced, or was their approach  fatally
crippled by their nostalgia for a simpler,
rural America?  What were the costs and
benefits of the industrial transformation of
the post-Civil War era?  Should industrialists
like Vanderbilt, Carnegie, and Rockefeller
be viewed as "robber barons" or "captains of
industry."  Was the growing class division of
the time a threat to American democracy? 
Why or why not?  Why did American
workers have such trouble responding to the
new industrial conditions of labor?  Why
were business and the middle class public
generally hostile to allowing workers to
organize as industry did?  Why did the AF
of L survive while the Knights of Labor
failed?  Does the government regulation of
the economy disprove the belief that
capitalism is a morally superior economic
theory?  Why or why not?  Did the
development of American cities justify
Jefferson's claim that "when we get piled up
in great cities we will become as corrupt as
Europe?  How does the "heroic" story of
immigration, as illustrated in the Statue of
Liberty compare with the historical reality in
the second half of the 19th century?  Did
urban life cause a decline in Ameri

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.
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can religion or just an adjustment to new
forms?  Why did urban life after the
condition of women and bring changes like
birth control and rising divorce rates to the
family in addition to reformers?

Social Studies -
AP US History -
Unit #9

Unit 9 The United States Expands Explain, analyze and evaluate the political,
economic and social effects of United States
national and international expansion.

Was the federal government biased against
farmers and workers in the late 19th
century?  Was McKinley's election really a
"conservative" one, or was it Bryan and the
Populists who represented the agrarian past
resisting a progressive urban American
future?  What were the causes and
consequences of the Spanish-American
War?  Did the results of the
Spanish-American War flow from the war,
or were they unexpected?  How was
American expansionism overseas similar to
previous continental expansion westward,
and how was it different?  Was the taking of
Hawaii, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines
really a violation of fundamental American
ideals of self-government and democracy? 
What were the elements of "idealism" and
"realism" in American expansionism in the
1890's?  How have American incorporated
both of these seemingly contradictory
philosophies in their foreign policy?  Why
was the Philippine-American War such a
brutal affair, and why is it not as well
remembered as the less costly Spanish
American War?  Did Roosevelt more often
"speak softly" or use the "big stick"?  Was
his approach to foreign policy aggressive or
simply energetic?  How did the Roosevelt
Corollary distort the Monroe Doctrine? 
Why was the Plains Indians resistance to
white encroachment played such a large part
in the popular American view of the West? 
How is the mythical past related to the
Indians actual history?  What as "romantic"
about the final phases of the frontier
settlement, and what was not?  Why as the
"passing of the frontier" in 1890 a disturbing
development for many Americans?  Was the
frontier more important as a particular place
of an idea?

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.
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Social Studies -
Modern American
History  - Unit #1

Unit 1 America Becoming a World Power International economic and military
competition convinced the United States it
must become a world power. In the late
1800’s, the United States increased its trade
and military presence in East Asia and Latin
America, and by the early 1900’s, it had
created an American empire. There was
much controversy concerning
expansionism/imperialism in America.

What were the factors that led to the growth
of imperialism around the world What did
proponents of American expansion argue?
How did anti-imperialists respond to their
arguments? How did America start its
intervention in Japanese affairs and what
was the lasting impact for Japan? How and
why did the United States intervene in
Pacific islands, especially Hawaii? How did
the search for new markets push the United
States to become a world power? What were
American’s views on the annexation of
Hawaii? What conditions led to the Cuban
rebellion in 1895? What are the causes of the
Spanish American War that ultimately
brought the U.S. to declare war on Spain?
Where was the Spanish American War
fought? What were the significant battles of
the Spanish American War? How did the
Spanish-American War end and what were
the short range and long range consequences
of the American victory? Why did Filipinos
feel betrayed by the U.S. government after
the Spanish-American War? What were the
motives and counter-arguments for the U.S.
acquisition of the Philippines? What should
America’s role be in the world as a
superpower? What was the purpose and
significance of the Open Door Policy in
Asia? What were consequences of foreign
spheres of influence in China?   

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.

Social Studies -
Modern American
History - Unit #10

Unit #10 - 1950's and 1960's The transformation of the United States
during the 1950's and 1960's demonstrated a
national shift from optimism, conformity
and military pre-eminence to individualism,
rebellion and lack of trust in political
leaders.

How did people, groups, events and laws
create conflict that shaped 1950's society?
How did people, groups, events and laws
create change that shaped 1950's society?
How did people, groups, events and laws
create excitement that shaped 1950's
society? How did people, groups, events and
laws create experiments that shaped 1950's
society? How would you classify the events
of the 1950's into the following categories
(Civil Rights Movement, Cold War,
counter-culture, popular culture, significant
people, women/minorities, literature, sports,
mathematics, sc

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among gro
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ience and economics? How did people,
groups, events and laws create conflict that
shaped 1960's society? How did people,
groups, events and laws create change that
shaped 1960's society? How did people,
groups, events and laws create excitement
that shaped 1950's society? How did people,
groups, events and laws create experiments
that shaped 1950's society? How would you
classify the events of the 1950's into the
following categories (Civil Rights
Movement, Cold War, counter-culture,
popular culture, significant people,
women/minorities, literature, sports,
mathematics, science and economics)?

ups and organizations have influenced the
growth and development of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.



Social Studies -
Modern American
History - Unit #2

Unit 2 Progressive Era Industrialization changed American society.
Cities were crowded, working conditions
were often bad, and the old political system
was breaking down. These conditions of the
Gilded Age gave rise to the Progressive
movement. Progressives campaigned for
both political, economic, and social reforms.

1.  What caused the Progressive Era? What
were the goals of the Progressives? 1. How
did muckrakers change society? How did
Progressives try and make government more
efficient and responsive to citizens? How did
women get the right to vote during the
Progressive Era? What are some viewpoints
for and against female suffrage? How did
Progressives attack and reform welfare
problem, child labor and unsafe working
conditions? 1. How did Upton Sinclair’s
muckraker book result in consumer safety
reforms? How do these reforms affect us
today? Why did Progressives support
prohibition? What was the impact of Carry
Nation’s life? 1. How did TR reform
America economically, socially, and
politically? 2. How did Wilson reform
America economically, socially, and
politically Who was most accomplished
Progressive President? 1. Who are the main
reformers of the Progressive Era and their
contributions to American society? What are
the lasting legacies of these Progressives? 1.
What legacies have the muckrakers left us
today? 2. Who are modern day muckrakers
and how do they influence society? 3. What
are different perspectives on muckraker
reforms?  What is the importance of the free
press in the United States?

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.
CC.8.5.6-8.G. Integrate visual information
(e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos,
or maps) with other information in print and
digital texts.
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
CC.8.6.6-8.F. Conduct short research
projects to answer a question (including a
self-generated question), drawing on several
sources and

generating additional related, focused
questions that allow for multiple avenues of
exploration.
CC.8.6.6-8.H. Draw evidence from
informational texts to support analysis
reflection, and research.

Social Studies -
Modern American
History - Unit #3

Unit 3 World War I World War I was the first time in American
history that the U

1. What were the causes of WW I and th
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nited States sent troops to fight in Europe.
This decision ended the long-standing policy
of remaining neutral in Europe’s war and led
to massive changes in American social lives
and world standing.

e spark that ignited the war? 2. Who are the
Central Powers and the Triple Entente and
where are they located on a map?   What
events happened that ended American
neutrality in WW I?  How did the American
government organize the war effort on the
home front?  How did the lives of minorities
/women change on the home-front during
WW I? 1. How was World War I primarily
fought and how did modern technology
change how wars were fought? 2. What were
the primary results of the war and how did
these results lead to a future war?   Should
the United States join the League of
Nations? Why or why not?

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.
PA.CC.8.5.11-12. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.6-8.G. Integrate visual information
(e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos,
or maps) with other information in print and
digital texts.
PA.CC.8.5.9-10. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.A. Cite specific textual
evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, attending to such features
as the date and origin of the information.
CC.8.6.6-8.E. Use technology, including the
Internet, to produce and publish writing and
present the relationships between
information and ideas clearly and efficiently.
CC.8.6.6-8.A. Write arguments focused on
discipline-specific content.



Social Studies -
Modern American
History - Unit #4

Unit 4 The Roaring Twenties In the 1920’s, technology spurred economic
growth and cultural change. Although not
everyone approved, young people adopted
new styles of dress, listened to jazz music,
and had more independence than earlier
generations that created a decade of
excitement, experiment, conflict, and
societal changes.

1d c Why was there a desire for normalcy
after the war and a fear of communism and
"foreigneirs"? What made American
experience cultural conflict, as customs and
values changed in the 1920's? Why did
women pursue a new lifestyle and assume
new jobs and different roles in society
during the 1920's? How did mass
media,movies and spectator sports play
important roles in creating the popular
culture of the 1920's? Why did African
American ideas, politics,art,literature and
music spread from Harlem into the United
States?   

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.
PA.CC.8.5.9-10. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.A. Cite specific textual
evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, attending to such features
as the date and origin of the information.

Social Studies -
Modern American
History - Unit #5

Unit 5 Great Depression In the 1930's, the Great Depression caused
high unemployment, business failures, and
farm foreclosures. Many people lost their
homes and savings and became willing to
vote for politicians who offered new
approaches to solving the crisis.

What were the causes of the Great
Depression?  Was the Great Depression
inevitable? What were the causes and effects
of the Stock Market Crash? How did
individuals cope or escape the realities of
life during the Great Depression

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating
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? Do you approve with the motives of the
Bonus Army? How did Herbert Hoover try
to respond to the Great Depression and the
Bonus Army March? What were the causes
of the Dust Bowl? What were the ripple
effects of the Dust Bowl during the Great
Depression? Which business theories did
Franklin Roosevelt and Herbert Hoover
respectively support? Do you believe that
America needs a New Deal or will a New
Deal harm America? Why was the election
of 1932 a momentous turning point election
in American history? What were the major
relief, recovery and reform programs of the
New Deal? How did the First New Deal
compare to the Second New Deal? How
would you rate Eleanor Roosevelt’s efforts
as First Lady to help solve the Great
Depression? What were arguments of critics
and supporters of the New Deal?

a product that supports and appropriately
illustrates inferences and conclusions drawn
from research. (Reference RWSL Standard
1.8.11 Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.
CC.8.5.6-8.A. Cite specific textual evidence
to support analysis of primary and secondary
sources.
PA.CC.8.5.9-10. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.C. Analyze in detail a series of
events described in a text; determine
whether earlier events caused later ones or
simply preceded them.
CC.8.6.9-10.C. Produce clear and coherent
writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to
task, purpose, and audience.
CC.8.6.9-10.B. Write
informative/explanatory texts, including the
narration of historical events, scientific
procedures/ experiments, or technical
processes.

Social Studies -
Modern American
History - Unit #6

Unit #6 - World War II The rise of dictatorships in the 1930’s led to
World War II. The United States played a
major role in the war, fighting in Europe,
Africa and Asia. Afterwards, the United
States emerged as a global superpower,
abandoned isolationism, and began building
alliances around the world.

How did the rise of dictators with total
power in Europe and Asia led to WWII?
Why was the blitzkrieg so successful in
conquering Europe? During the Holocaust
how did the Nazi's systematically execute 6
million Jews and 5 million non-aryans?

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Anal
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yze, synthesize and integrate historical data,
creating a product that supports and
appropriately illustrates inferences and
conclusions drawn from research.
(Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.
PA.CC.8.5.9-10. Reading Informational
Text: Students read, understand, and respond
to informational text � with emphasis on
comprehension, making connections among
ideas and between texts with focus on
textual evidence.
CC.8.5.9-10.F. Compare the point of view of
two or more authors for how they treat the
same or similar topics, including which
details they include and emphasize in their
respective accounts.
CC.8.5.9-10.G. Integrate quantitative or
technical analysis (e.g., charts, research
data) with qualitative analysis in print or
digital text.
CC.8.5.9-10.A. Cite specific textual
evidence to support analysis of primary and
secondary sources, attending to such features
as the date and origin of the information.
PA.CC.8.6.9-10. Writing: Students write for
different purposes and audiences. Students
write clear and focused text to convey a
well-defined perspective and appropriate
content.
CC.8.6.9-10.E. Use technology, including
the Internet, to produce, publish, and update
individual or shared writing products, taking
advantage of technology�s capacity to link to
other information and to display information
flexibly and dynamically.
CC.8.6.9-10.B. Write
informative/explanatory texts, including the
narration of historical events, scientific
procedures/ experiments, or technical
processes.



Social Studies -
Modern American
History - Unit #7

Unit #7 - Social Studies - Holocaust When a totalitarian government consistently
spreads a "Big Lie" and plays upon peoples’
fears, unimaginable atrocities can be
perpetrated.  This unit will personalize the
lives of undesirables that endured parts of
the Holocaust.  Through studying the
Holocaust, students will master content.

How do I successful complete our Holocaust
moccasin journal? How does discrimination,
prejudices, and ethnic hatreds effect the
world today? What would you like to know
about the Holocaust and can you find the
answers to your questions? Why did the
Nazi regime dislike Jews? What were the
Nuremberg Laws and what consequences
did the laws have on all "undesireable?"
Why was Kristallnacht a turning point event
concerning the treatment of undesireables?
How did the Nazi regime continuously
impose harsher discrimination against
undesireables? How was the life of
undesirables in the ghetto and why were
they placed in a ghetto? Why was the
Thereienstadt ghetto different from all the
other ghettos? Do you feel life in the ghetto
was better than the discrimination and
persecution of life outside the ghetto? What
did the Wannsee Conference tell about the
shift in Nazi policy towards Jews? What
does German organization about
transportation, staff, and record keeping kept
during the Holocaust tell you about Nazis as
a people? What was a "typical" day like in a
concentration camp? What are the humane
and ethical dilemmas of concentration camp
medical experiments? What were possible
strategies that individuals used to survive
daily life in a concentration camp and keep
hope alive?   What were the positive and
negative consequences concerning a
concentration /death camp liberation for
American GI’s, German residents, and camp
inmates? Who were the main Nazi leaders
and what were their consequences during the
Nuremburg Trials? What are "crimes against
humanity"? What was the significant of the
Nuremburg Trials? Could the Holocaust
have been prevented? What was the U.S.
position concerning the Holocaust and
Jewish individuals during the 1930’s and ear

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.

ly 1940’s? Do you agree with the U.S.
decision concerning the St. Louis affair? 
How did the Nazis "trick" and "deceive"
undesirables about the death camps, the
showers, and their "deportations"?  

https://pa.edoctrina.org/v2/reports/unit-report.html?unitId=30832&reportFormat=pdf&reportOrientation=portrait&outputDestination=S3&fontSize=&fontFamily=&discussionComments=1
https://pa.edoctrina.org/v2/reports/unit-report.html?unitId=30832&reportFormat=pdf&reportOrientation=portrait&outputDestination=S3&fontSize=&fontFamily=&discussionComments=1
https://pa.edoctrina.org/v2/reports/unit-report.html?unitId=30832&reportFormat=pdf&reportOrientation=portrait&outputDestination=S3&fontSize=&fontFamily=&discussionComments=1


Social Studies -
Modern American
History - Unit #8

Unit #8 - Cold War Growing tensions between the United States
and the Soviet Union after World War II led
to a constant threat of nuclear war that
shaped American foreign policy until 1990
and dramatically changed the social and
economic lives in America until the collapse
of the Soviet Union.

What are the main differences between
communism and capitalism? What were the
main causes of the Cold War? Who was
more to blame for causing the Cold
War…U.S. or S.U.? How was Europe and
Germany divided after World War II?  What
were the causes and consequences
of…1.Truman Doctrine 2.Marshall Plan
3.Berlin Airlift 4.NATO 5.Year 1949  Is the
containment of communism (Soviet Union)
a good policy to win the Cold War? What
were the causes and consequences of Korean
War concerning the U.S. and the world?  Do
you agree with Truman’s decision to fire
General MacArthur? Is the U.S. military
campaign in Korea justified (limited war and
containment) or it is flawed (does not seek
total victory)? What was the goal of the
Eisenhower Doctrine? Where and how did
the United States intervene in foreign
countries through covert operations to
repulse the spread of communism?  Should
the U.S. use atomic threats and follow a
policy of brinkmanship and massive
retaliation to deter and fight against
communism? How did the massive
retaliation policy affect American life and
popular culture at home? What was the
result of President Truman’s loyalty review
program? How did McCarthyism and the
2nd Red Scare change American society and
government?  Do you feel that America was
seriously threatened by communism in the
1950’s and what do you think should happen
based on your viewpoints?  What were the
causes and consequences of the Berlin Wall,
Bay of Pigs Invasion and the Cuban Missile
Crisis and the moon landing? What were the
reactions and thoughts of individuals who
lived during the 2nd Red Scare, Cuban
Missile Crisis, the Korean War, and during
the Cold War?

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical events and sources, considering
the use of fact versus opinion, multiple
perspectives, and cause and effect
relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.

Social Studies -
Modern American
History - Unit #9

Unit #9 - Civil Rights Movement The Civ What were the positive and negative aspects
of early C

8.1.U.A. Evaluate patterns of continuity and
change over time, applying context of
events.
8.1.U.B. Evaluate the interpretation of
historical
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il Rights Movement coalesced into a
triumphant cultural movement that unified
many genders and ages through primarily
non-violent resistance to end legal
segregation in all aspects of American
societ.

ivil Rights efforts during Reconstruction?
How successful were early Civil Rights
efforts from 1865-1950? Who were the main
early civil rights individuals and their
contribution to the civil rights effort? What
is the significance of Plessy vs. Ferguson
and Brown vs. the Board of Education in
American society? What were the issues,
groups involved, events and consequences of
the Montgomery Bus Boycott? What were
the issues, groups involved, events and
consequences of the Little Rock 9? What
were the issues, groups involved, events and
consequences of the Greensboro 4? What
were the issues, groups involved, events and
consequences of James Meredith at the
University of Mississippi? What were the
issues, groups involved, events and
consequences of Birmingham, Alabama?
What were the issues, groups involved,
events and consequences of the March on
Washington? What was the significance of
the 24th Amendment, Civil Rights Act of
1964 and the Voting Rights Act of 1965?
What were the issues, groups involved,
events and consequences of Selma? How did
the Civil Rights Movement chronologically
progress to dismantle legal segregation?
What were the findings and
recommendations of the Kerner
Commission? How did Malcolm X's ideas
about the relationship between African
Americans and white Americans change by
the time of his murder? What was the
general effect of Martin Luther King, Jr's
assassination? What were the main views of
Martin Luther King, Jr, Malcolm X, Stokely
Carmichael and Eldridge Cleaver? How
does the Black Power Movement conflict
with earlier Civil Rights movement
methods?

events and sources, considering the use of
fact versus opinion, multiple perspectives,
and cause and effect relationships.
8.1.U.C. Analyze, synthesize and integrate
historical data, creating a product that
supports and appropriately illustrates
inferences and conclusions drawn from
research. (Reference RWSL Standard 1.8.11
Research)
8.3.U.D. Evaluate how conflict and
cooperation among groups and organizations
have influenced the growth and development
of the U.S.
8.3.U.A. Compare the role groups and
individuals played in the social, political,
cultural, and economic development of the
U.S.
8.3.U.B. Compare the impact of historical
documents, artifacts, and places which are
critical to the U.S.
8.3.U.C. Evaluate how continuity and
change have impacted the United States.


